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THE  TWENTY-SIXTH 


OF  THE 

Mbdicad  Oeeicer  ob  Health 

FOR  THE 


BOROUGH  OF  KEIGHLEY. 


TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND 
COUNCILLORS. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  laying  before  you  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  Borough  for  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1907. 

In  many  ways  the  report  is  distinctly  satisfactory.  For 
instance,  under  Vital  Statistics  you  will  see  that  the  general 
death-rate  is  the  lowest  recorded.  The  infant  mortality  is  also 
considerably  lower  than  in  any  former  year,  and  the  same  may 
almost  be  said  regarding  the  death-rate  from  the  various  forms  of 
Zymotic  disease.  To  some  the  diminishing  birth-rate  may  appear 
satisfactory,  but  to  those  who  consider  healthy  children  the 
finest  asset  a  nation  can  have  the  continued  low  birth-rate  must 
cause  serious  apprehension. 

In  reviewing  the  causes  which  have  led  to  the  low  death- 
rates  mentioned,  one  naturally  asks  how  far  these  low  rates  have 
been  the  result  of  sanitary  improvements  designed  and  carried 
out  by  the  Health  department,  and  how  far  they  have  resulted 
from  adventitious  and  temporary  causes  which  are  beyond  our 
control. 
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The  Sanitary  Authority  can  certainly  claim  to  have  main¬ 
tained  its  vigilant  aspect  towards  nuisance  removal,  housing 
reform,  inspection  of  food  supplies,  the  isolation  of  infectious 
disease  and  a  still  closer  supervision  of  those  agencies  which  are 
most  inimical  to  infant  life.  On  the  other  hand  trade  has  been 
good  and  the  climatic  conditions  during  summer  proved  unfavour¬ 
able,  not  simply  to  the  holiday-maker,  but  to  the  lower  forms  of 
animal  and  vegetable  life  and  thus  prevented  or  at  least  inhibited 
those  processes  which  are  more  directly  connected  with  diarrhoeal 
complaints  among  young  children.  It  is  doubtful  however  if  even 
a  Sanitary  Authority  could  long  maintain  a  plea  for  such  climatic 
assistance  in  reducing  a  death-rate,  and  therefore  it  is  the  more 
necessary  to  aim  at  securing  a  similar  result  when  the  climatic 
conditions  are  no  longer  for  us  but  against  us. 

Towards  this  end  an  effort  is  being  made  by  the  early 
adoption  of  the  notification  of  Births  Act,  and  the  appointment 
of  a  lady  Health  Visitor,  to  give  infants  born  in  the  poorer  parts 
of  the  town  a  better  chance  in  their  struggle  for  existence.  For 
older  children  advantage  is  being  taken  of  the  Provision  of  Meals 
Act  which  provides  for  the  Feeding  of  necessitous  School  children 
to  secure  that  most  desirable  sequence,  namely,  filling  the  hungry 
stomach  prior  to  cramming  the  empty  head. 

Instead  however  of  further  summarising  the  subjects  dis¬ 
cussed  in  the  Report  I  leave  it  with  you.  For  the  sake  of  making 
each  Annual  Report  complete  in  itself  you  will  find  certain 
extracts  repeated  from  former  Reports.  This  is  done  on  the 
suggestion  of  the  Local  Goverment  Board,  for  the  information  of 
the  Board  and  West  Riding  County  Council,  to  whom  copies  of 
the  Report  must  be  sent. 


Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  the 
Borough. — The  Borough  of  Keighley  is  situated  at  the  con¬ 
fluence  of  the  River  Worth  with  the  River  Aire,  and  geologically, 
is  built  upon  the  millstone  grit — hard  sandstone  found  in  the  coal 
measures.  In  few  words,  the  nature  of  the  soil  may  be  described 
as  loam,  clay,  gravel,  and  the  subsoil  as  clay  and  grit.  The  town 
proper  is  intersected  by  the  Worth,  and  its  tributary  the  North 
Beck,  while  the  Borough  extends  up  the  hill  sides  and  includes  as 
suburbs  the  villages  of  Hainworth,  Thwaites  Brow  and  Braith- 
waite.  The  height  above  sea-level  varies  from  300  to  950  feet. 
The  area  of  the  Borough  is  about  3,600  acres,  half  being  urban, 
half  rural.  At  the  census  of  1901  the  population  was  41,564  and 
at  the  end  of  last  year  it  was  estimated  to  be  45,250. 
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The  town  may  be  said  to  depend  almost  entirely  upon  its 
manufacturing  trade.  The  woollen  industry  supplies  work  for  a 
large  proportion  of  female  hands,  whilst  iron  works  and  various 
forms  of  machine-making  give  employment  to  the  bulk  of  the 
male  population.  Fluctuations  in  trade,  therefore,  may  and  often 
do  have  a  direct  bearing  upon  the  general  health  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  During  the  past  year  trade  has  been  good  and  to  some 
extent  this  may  have  contributed  to  the  better  health  of  the 
town. 


Housing*  of  the  Working  Classes.— For  some  years 
this  subject  has  seriously  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Health 
Committee,  and  not  least  during  the  year  under  review.  At  the 
same  time,  there  is  probably  less  to  show  as  a  result  of  the  con¬ 
sideration  given  to  the  subject,  than  during  1906,  where  over  52 
cellar-dwellings  were  closed  for  contravening  Sec.  72  of  the 
Public  Health  Act.  With  two  exceptions,  these  dwellings  have 
been  vacated  by  the  occupiers,  and  steps  have  been  taken  to  en¬ 
force  the  provisions  of  the  Act  in  the  cases  mentioned. 

During  the  year,  several  visits  of  inspection  have  been 
made  more  especially  to  Westgate,  and  members  of  the  Committee 
have  personally  verified  the  reports  laid  before  them  by  the  Sani¬ 
tary  Inspector  and  myself.  With  varying  success,  different  palli¬ 
ative  measures  have  been  tried  to  induce  property  owners  to  bring 
the  more  dilapidated  dwellings  into  line  with  modern  hygienic 
requirements.  At  first,  notices  were  issued,  requiring  certain  im¬ 
provements  in  the  shape  of  a  separate  w.c.  for  each  house,  a  proper 
water  supply  for  each  house,  and  such  like.  Where  these  notices 
have  been  ignored,  as  in  Smith’s  yard,  a  Closing  Order  has  been 
sought,  and  it  is  hoped  that  soon  a  demolition  order  may  be  made 
to  sweep  away  the  more  insanitary  dwellings  in  that  quarter. 
Some  of  this  dirty,  insanitary  property  belongs  to  the  Corporation, 
having  been  bought  for  purposes  of  street  improvement ;  and  to 
spend  money  in  repairing  property  which  was  to  be  pulled  down, 
did  not  seem  justifiable.  Meantime,  unfortunately,  the  houses  are 
occupied,  and  the  Health  Committee  feels  it  cannot  insist  upon 
neighbouring  property  being  put  into  proper  state  of  repair,  so 
long  as  still  worse  property  belonging  to  the  Corporation  was 
allowed  to  remain  unrepaired. 

The  Committee  appreciate  the  risk  it  runs  of  aggravating 
some  of  the  evils  it  is  trying  to  cure,  since  by  closing  block  after 
block  of  insanitary  property,  overcrowding  with  all  its  associated 
evils,  physical  and  moral,  would  be  more  easily  caused  than  pre- 
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vented.  We  can  of  course,  require  the  necessary  number  of  cubic 
feet  of  air  space  per  head,  and  thus  deal  with  overcrowding  in 
its  grosser  aspects,  but  until  we  have  houses  or  flats  at  a  rental 
suitable  to  the  pockets  of  the  poorer  classes,  we  can  hope  to  over¬ 
come  only  a  few  of  the  difficulties  connected  with  this  housing 
question.  It  is  often  urged  by  Sanatarians  as  well  as  by  property 
owners,  that  the  dirty  and  intemperate  would  soon  convert  a 
palace  into  a  pig-sty,  and  although  this  is  doubtless  true,  we  can¬ 
not  for  the  children’s  sake,  relax  our  efforts  to  improve  the  environ¬ 
ment  of  even  the  hopeless  types  of  humanity. 

In  former  years,  while  considering  the  subject  of  house 
accommodation,  I  gave  the  number  of  new  houses  certified  during 
the  year  as  fit  for  habitation.  I  do  so  again,  and  for  comparison 
give  also  the  numbers  certified  in  the  several  Wards  during  the 
past  few  years : 


Ward 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

Central... 

13 

7 

2 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

2 

East 

45 

25 

23 

16 

27 

7 

3 

0 

3 

,N.  East 

97 

55 

96 

49 

34 

61 

41 

19 

29 

N.  West 

134 

67 

47 

31 

38 

20 

13 

21 

37 

West  .. 

45 

33 

30 

16 

16 

18 

18 

11 

4 

South  ... 

50 

35 

28 

27 

3 

19 

22 

23 

11 

Totals  ... 

384 

222 

226 

139 

124 

125 

97 

74 

86 

Sewerage  and  Drainage,— The  general  sewerage  of 
the  town  is  now  practically  complete,  the  only  parts  of  the  Borough 
excepted  being  outlying  houses  and  farms.  In  those  cases,  the 
sewerage  is  run  on  to  cultivated  land. 

With  a  few  exceptions  in  the  older  parts  of  the  town,  the 
sewers  are  constructed  of  brick  and  pipe.  The  exceptions  are 
mostly  built  of  stone,  with  rounded  bottoms,  and  though  less 
modern  in  type,  sre  fairly  satisfactory.  The  gradients  are  good, 
except  in  Worth  Village  where  the  land  is  practically  a  dead 
level. 

With  regard  to  house  drainage,  steady  routine  work  is 
being  carried  on.  Whenever  a  street  is  about  to  be  paved  or 
re-paved,  every  house  drain  in  it  is  inspected,  and  if  defective, 
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remedied  before  paving  is  completed.  In  every  house  also  where 
infectious  disease  has  occurred,  the  same  routine  is  followed. 
During  the  year,  373  lineal  yards  of  street  have  been  paved,  with 
a  corresponding  amount  of  systematic  drainage  work  attended  to. 
This,  of  course,  does  not  include  all  the  private  improvement 
work  carried  out.  Details  of  this  will  be  found  in  the  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Report. 

There  are  still  about  a  dozen  privy  middens  to  be  found 
within  the  Borough-boundary,  but  these  have  been  individually 
reported  upon  to  the  Committee  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks 
will  be  done  away  with. 

Where  the  Sanitary  conveniences  are  defective  or  deficient 
the  Health  Committee  is  trying  to  maintain  the  standard  set  by 
the  Council  some  years  ago  of  requiring  a  separate  W.  C.  to  each 
house.  In  carrying  out  this  requirement,  not  unfrequently  diffi¬ 
culties  arise.  The  property  may  be  old  and  dilapidated  or  there 
may  not  even  be  ground  upon  which  to  erect  the  necessary  con¬ 
veniences  without  pulling  down  some  neighbouring  dwelling 
house,  and  naturally  the  'owner  feels  aggrieved  at  what  he  con¬ 
siders  the  tyrannical  request  of  the  Health  Committee.  Each  case 
is  considered  on  its  own  merits,  or  rather  demerits,  and  con¬ 
sistency  often  compels  the  Committee  to  insist  on  the  same 
W.C.  accommodation  whether  the  property  be  good  or  bad.  This 
impartiality  is  the  only  course  possible,  especially  when  several 
families,  some  healthy  and  clean,  some  infectious  and  dirty, 
possess  the  doubtful  privilege  of  sharing  the  same  tub  closet. 

The  Sewage  farm  consists  of  60  acres  of  which  50  are  laid 
out  in  beds  and  worked  on  the  principle  of  intermittent  down¬ 
ward  filtration.  Of  late  years  the  farm  has  become  “  sick  ”  and 
the  effluent  correspondingly  unsatisfactory.  The  Sewage  Disposal 
Committee  has  therefore  got  out  plans  for  the  construction  of 
settling  tanks,  and  bacteria  beds  for  the  more  efficient  treatment 
of  the  gradually  increasing  sewage  of  the  town.  These  plans 
have  received  the  approval  of  the  Council  and  are  now  awaiting 
the  sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board.  The  Scheme  is 
estimated  to  cost  <£26,000,  and  together  with  the  land  filtration 
already  provided  should  produce  an  effluent  satisfactory  to  the  up- 
to-date  requirements  of  the  W.  R.  Rivers  Board.  As  previously 
pointed  out  when  reporting  on  this  Scheme  the  high  level  sewer 
from  Bradford  Road  to  the  Sewage  farm  is  already  completed  and 
notwithstanding  the  engineering  difficulties  depending  upon  want 
of  gradient  fully  five-sixths  of  the  town’s  sewage  can  be  conveyed 
without  pumping  direct,  to  the  proposed  tanks  and  bacteria  beds. 
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Removal  and  Disposal  of  House  Refuse.— House 

refuse  is  removed  once  a  week,  or  as  often  as  necessary,  by 
Corporation  workmen,  and  tipped  upon  an  extensive  and  very 
suitable  site  near  the  Gasworks.  In  the  appended  report  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  you  will  find  the  subject  of  Refuse  Removal 
and  Street  Scavenging  fully  detailed. 


Water  Supply.  — The  water  supply,  entirely  in  the  hands 
of  the  Corporation,  is  derived  partly  from  springs,  but  principally 
from  gathering  grounds  on  Stanbury,  Trawden,  Oak  worth,  and 
Haworth  Moors — some  five  to  eight  miles  west  of  Keighley.  To 
prevent  possible  pollution  from  surface  manuring,  several  farms 
adjoining  the  moorland  were  recently  purchased  by  the  Corpora¬ 
tion.  There  still  remains  a  small  area  known  as  South  Dean, 
the  drainage  from  which  might  pollute  the  proposed  Sladen  Valley 
supply  unless  precautions  be  taken  against  such  a  contingency. 

The  water  is  naturally  pure  but  somewhat  brownish  in 
colour  from  the  peaty  gathering  ground.  Like  all  moorland 
supplies  it  has  an  acid  reaction  produced  by  certain  bacteria 
present  in  peat.  To  remove  the  peaty  colour  as  well  as  to  help 
in  neutralising  the  organic  acid  which  gives  peaty  water  its 
solvent  action  on  lead  pipes,  the  water  supply  is  filtered  at  Old¬ 
field  through  coke,  sand,  lime-stone,  and  polarite.  The  degree  of 
acidity  varies  from  time  to  time,  being  largely  dependent  upon 
temperature,  rainfall,  etc.,  and  consequently  a  varying  amount  of 
alkali  has  to  be  added  to  the  storage  reservoir  to  destroy  the 
plumbo-solvent  power  of  the  water.  I  frequently  examine  water 
which  has  stood  in  lead  service  pipes  during  the  night,  and  find 
that  amounts  of  ammonia-alkali  varying  from  100  to  200  lbs., 
must  be  added  daily,  to  effectually  guard  against  the  possibility  of 
lead  poisoning.  There  would  be  less  need  for  adding  this  alkali, 
if,  by  boring  or  sinking  wells,  the  amount  of  hard  spring  water 
could  be  increased,  especially  if  storm-water  could  be  deflected 
into  the  compensation  reservoir  so  as  not  to  require  treatment  at 
the  filter  beds.  Periodic  visits  of  inspection  are  made  to  the 
gathering  ground  and  to  the  small  areas  of  pasture  land  without 
finding  cause  to  complain  of  surface  pollution.  Except  for  one  short 
period  last  summer  the  plumbo-solvent  action  of  the  water  was 
effectually  prevented,  and  immediately  notice  was  given  to  the 
Water  Committee  that  water  drawn  from  the  service  pipes  was 
capable  of  dissolving  lead,  steps  were  taken  to  remedy  the  con¬ 
dition.  I  am  not  aware  that  harm  resulted  to  anyone,  as  the 
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consequence  of  a  temporary  misunderstanding  regarding  the 
amount  of  alkali  required  to  neutralise  the  acid  then  present  in 
the  water. 

As  usual  I  have  inspected  the  service  reservoirs,  this  year 
in  company  with  the  Water  Committee  who  had  to  decide  upon 
the  advisability  or  otherwise  of  retaining  Calversyke  Hill  and 
High  field  Reservoirs.  The  condition  of  the  former  is  not  all  that 
could  be  desired  and  were  its  use  discontinued  the  loss  would  be 
slight  especially  as  its  principal  feeder  is  liable  to  surface 
pollution. 

The  average  daily  consumption  of  water  for  domestic  and 
trade  purposes  is  about  28  gallons  per  head  of  population.  There 
are  something  like  10,080  houses  in  the  Borough,  and  of  these  9,540 
have  the  public  supply,  leaving,  approximately,  540  dependent  up¬ 
on  private  supplies.  Generally  speaking,  there  is  a  plentiful 
public  supply,  and  only  during  prolonged  summer  drought  has  any 
restriction  been  put  upon  the  consumer,  to  limit  the  amount  used 
for  swilling  door-steps  and  watering  gardens.  Before  long,  how¬ 
ever,  it  wull  be  necessary  to  meet  the  increasing  demand,  by  im¬ 
pounding  the  water  of  the  Sladen  Beck,  and  otherwise  carrying 
out  the  scheme  for  which  you  have  Parliamentary  powers.  There 
are  of  course,  certain  outlying  cottages  and  farms  dependent  upon 
springs  and  shallow  wells,  and  though  such  sources  of  supply  are 
usually  more  or  less  liable  to  surface  pollution,  I  have  no  reason 
to  believe  that  any  sickness  has  resulted  therefrom. 

Milk  Supply .  — The  milk  purveyed  within  the  Borough  is 
fully  up  to  the  standard  quality.  As  in  previous  years,  your 
Veterinary  Surgeon  has  regularly  inspected  all  the  dairy  cows 
within  the  Borough  limits,  and  has  reported  favourably  upon 
the  cows  kept  for  dairy  purposes.  The  cow-sheds  also  are  subject 
to  regular  inspection,  and  every  effort  is  made  to  induce  farmers 
and  purveyors  to  adopt  the  most  modern  methods  of  collecting  and 
storing  milk.  Farmers  are  urged,  though  not  very  successfully, 
to  wear  overalls  while  milking,  and  to  thoroughly  wash  the  udders 
of  the  cows  before  the  milking  process  begins.  This  simple  pre¬ 
caution  would  insure  a  reduction  of  millions  of  germs  in  the 
milking- cans,  and  prove  a  benefit  to  both  farmer  and  consumer. 

The  same  might  be  said  regarding  the  advisability  of 
retarding  the  growth  of  germs  in  milk  by  quickly  cooling  or 
refrigerating  it,  and  of  purveying  the  supplies  in  perfectly  clean 
bottles,  instead  of  in  open  cans.  Consumers,  moreover  have  both 
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common-sense  and  science  on  their  side  in  this  matter,  and  ought 
to  insist  on  scrupulous  cleanliness  at  every  stage  of  milking, 
storing,  transporting,  etc.  It  is  not  suggested  that  dairymen  are 
wilfully  negligent  as  to  these  important  matters,  but  a  general 
awakening  of  both  householders  and  milkmen,  would  tend  to  lessen 
the  mortality  among  children  from  such  diseases  as  summer 
diarrhoea  and  tuberculous  peritonitis.  A  list  of  suggestions  drawn 
up  by  your  Veterinary  Inspector  and  approved  by  the  Health 
Committee,  has  been  printed  on  stiff  card-board  and  hung  up  in 
the  various  cow-sheds,  so  that  ignorance  of  hygienic  requirements 
can  no  longer  be  urged  by  either  dairyman  or  milkman. 


Places  over  which  the  Corporation  have  Super¬ 
vision  Slaughter-houses  and  Meat  Inspection.— Nothing 

fresh  can  be  said  with  regard  to  either  of  these  matters.  The 
slaughter-houses  are  inspected  both  regularly  and  irregularly,  and 
in  many  ways  the  owners  and  occupiers  try  to  satisfy  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  Inspecting  Officials.  I  should  very  much  like  to  see 
a  hose  pipe  in  regular  use  in  every  slaughter-house  during  the  pro¬ 
cesses  of  killing  and  dressing,  but  where  there  are  several  tenants 
using  the  same  building,  it  does  not  seem  to  be  anyone’s  business 
to  think  of  regular  systematic  swilling,  and  consequently  this 
most  necessary  adjunct  to  cleanliness  is  postponed  until  the  above 
operations  are  finished. 

Year  after  year,  I  have  referred  to  the  impossibility  of 
thoroughly  supervising  the  processes  of  killing  and  dressing,  con¬ 
ducted  simultaneously  in  a  dozen  slaughter-houses  in  different 
parts  of  the  Borough.  Very  little  meat  however  is  sold  without 
being  previously  inspected,  although  inspection  after  the  carcase  is 
dressed  is  generally  of  very  doubtful  value. 

During  the  past  year,  your  officials  found  it  necessary  to 
condemn  34  Carcases  of  pork,  9|  Carcases  of  beef,  and  1  of 
mutton.  In  almost  every  instance,  Tuberculosis,  more  or  less 
generalised,  was  the  cause  for  condemnation.  Butchers  protect 
themselves  against  legal  seizure  and  prosecution,  by  giving  notice 
at  the  Health  Office,  that  a  carcase  shows  evidence  of  disease  ; 
but  the  knowledge  thus  displayed,  is  never  acted  upon  by  the 
person  exhibiting  it,  and  the  disagreeable  duty  of  condemnation 
is  thereby  placed  upon  the  Corporation  Officials. 


Common  Lodging1  Houses. — There  are  still  5  register¬ 
ed  lodging  houses  affording  accommodation  for  upwards  of  400 
persons.  In  last  year’s  report  I  recommended  that  two  should  be 
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struck  off  the  register  as  they  were  no  longer  suitable  for  the 
reception  of  lodgers.  I  again  make  the  same  recommendation 
and  with  regard  to  Bartlett’s  in  Baptist  Square,  I  go  further  and 
urge,  that  being  Corporation  property  it  be  closed  as  unfit  for 
human  habitation.  In  addition  to  the  common  lodging  houses 
mentioned  there  are  upwards  of  a  dozen  known  furnished  Apart¬ 
ments.  Although  both  classes  of  lodgings  are  regularly  inspected 
effective  supervision  of  the  latter  is  extremely  difficult.  As  a  rule 
they  are  occupied  for  short  periods,  and  by  the  poorest  of  the 
poor.  The  occupiers  are  generally  on  a  par  with  the“  furnishings,” 
and  afford  ample  scope  for  the  energies  of  the  philanthropist  as 
well  as  of  the  Sanatarian. 


Offensive  Trades. — The  number  of  trades  included 
under  this  heading  remain  the  same  as  last  year.  I  have  usually 
had  to  refer  to  the  disagreeable  effluvium  emitted  from  the  Tallow 
Melting  Factory,  but  this  year  the  cooler  summer  together  with 
the  improved  condensing  apparatus  seem  to  have  given  less 
cause  for  complaint.  The  other  trades  include  5  tanners  or 
leather-dressers,  3  tripe  boilers,  and  1  gut  scraper.  The  various 
operations  have  been  conducted  in  a  fairly  satisfactory  manner  in 
accordance  with  your  Bye-laws  for  the  regulation  of  such  trade 
processes. 


Factories  and  Workshops. — The  register  as  revised 
and  amended,  contains  the  names  of  190  workshops.  Many 
of  the  workshops  reported  upon  last  year  have  been  re-visited  ; 
some  have  been  discontinued,  and  those  added  during  the  year 
have  been  systematically  inspected.  By  systematic  inspection 
I  mean  that  the  cubic  contents  of  the  various  rooms  and 
workshops  have  been  measured  and  the  number  of  workpeople 
who  may  legally  be  employed  therein  proportionate  to  the  air¬ 
space  has  been  specified  on  notice-boards  fixed  up  in  each  room. 
The  means  of  ventilation  as  well  as  the  nature,  sufficiency,  and 
sanitary  condition  of  the  conveniences  have  carefully  been  noted. 

At  the  end  of  1906  there  were  on  the  register  177  work¬ 
shops  with  205  rooms  and  626  employees.  At  the  end  of  1907 
the  register  shows  190  workshops  with  221  rooms  and  642 
employees.  The  total  is  made  up  of  the  following— Tailors  28, 
Drapers,  dressmakers  and  milliners  41,  Hosiers  and  shirtmakers  3, 
Shoemakers,  doggers,  and  saddlers  41,  Tinners  and  plumbers  7, 
Jewellers  8,  Tripe  dressers  3,  Cycle  repairers  4,  Skepmakers  1, 
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Blacksmiths  1,  Pork  butchers  3,  Bakers  and  confectioners  (under¬ 
ground)  15,  Bakers,  &c.,  (above  ground)  30,  Upholsterers  4, 
Laundry  (no  power)  1. 


Domestic  Workshops. — A  separate  entry  in  the  register 
is  kept  for  those  domestic  workshops  in  which  only  members  of  the 
same  family  are  employed  and  these  only  for  part  of  the  day. 
During  the  rest  of  the  time  the  room  is  used  by  the  family  as  a 
living-room.  These  workshops  have  been  inspected  on  much  the 
same  lines  as  the  others,  that  is  as  regards  ventilation  and  general 
sanitary  condition,  but  no  measurements  are  taken  as  to  cubic 
space  as  in  ordinary  workshops.  The  domestic  workshops  in¬ 
clude  19  Bakers  and  confectioners,  16  Milliners  and  dressmakers, 
4  Pork  butchers,  1  Potted  meat  maker,  1  Laundress,  1  Shirt- 
maker,  1  Umbrella-repairer,  Total  43. 


Sanitation  in  Factories  and  Workshops.— Section  22 
of  the  Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1890,  is  in  force  in  the 
Borough,  so  that  the  Corporation  are  responsible  for  the  suitable 
provision  of  water-closet  accommodation.  The  standard  set  is  not 
less  than  one  w.c.  to  every  25  employees,  with  separate  provision 
for  the  sexes.  Among  the  improvements  carried  out  during 
the  year  were  : — 


Factories  : 

Factories  supplied  with  sufficient  w.c.  accommodation  5 
Insanitary  closets  cleaned  and  repaired  ...  ...  13 

Defective  drainage  remedied  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dust  nuisance  from  winnowing  machines  remedied  2 


Laundries  : 

Provided  with  sufficient  and  suitable  w.c.  accommodation  1 
Defective  Laundry  drains  reconstructed  ...  ...  1 


Workshops  : 


Provided  with  sufficient  and  suitable  w.c.  accommodation  1 
W.c.  repaired  and  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Overcrowded  work-room  remedied  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bequired  to  lime- wash  and  cleanse  ...  ...  1 


Bake-houses  : 

Required  to  lime- wash  ...  ...  ...  1 

Blocked  and  defective  drains  cleansed  and  relaid  ...  4 

Dilapidated  w.c.  fittings  repaired  ...  ...  ...  1 
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The  following  insanitary  conditions  in  Factories  and  Work¬ 
shops  were  in  hand  at  the  close  of  the  year  : — 

Insufficient  or  improper  Factory  w.c.  accommodation  10 


Notices  received  from  the  Inspector  of  Factories  during 
1907  : — 

Foul  or  insufficient  sanitary  conveniences  ...  ..  14 

Overcrowded  work-rooms  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Lime- washing  workshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Notices  of  occupation  of  workshops  ...  ...  ...  10 

Notices  to  Inspector  op  Factories  : 


Lime-washing  in  factory  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Overtime  in  bake-house  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Bakehouses. — There  are  now  45  bakehouses  on  the 
register,  of  these  15  are  under  ground.  Occasional  visits  of  in¬ 
spection  are  paid  and  the  sanitary  conditions  noted  as  already 
referred  to.  The  revised  list  of  domestic  bakehouses  are  supervised 
on  the  same  lines  as  the  domestic  workshops  previously  men¬ 
tioned. 


Home  Work.— Only  one  list  of  out-workers  has  been 
received,  viz.  :  that  of  a  shoe-maker  who  gives  out  his  repairs  to 
a  cobbler  working  at  home.  I  have  no  reason  to  think  there  has 
been  any  contravention  of  the  law  regarding  lists  of  home  workers. 

Schools. — During  the  year,  as  Medical  Officer  to  the 
Education  Committee,  I  have  made  a  systematic  inspection  of 
all  Elementary  school  buildings,  and  have  already  reported  upon 
the  sanitary  condition  of  each.  With  one  or  two  exceptions,  the 
means  of  ventilation  and  air  space  and  lighting  are  fairly  satisfac¬ 
tory.  The  exceptions  are  difficult  to  deal  with  in  that  they 
require  structural  alterations  to  remedy  the  defects  in  lighting 
and  ventilation.  The  question  of  sufficient  air  space  means,  of 
course,  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  children  occupying  these 
particular  class-rooms.  With  one  exception,  all  the  schools  are 
now  provided  with  sufficient  and  suitable  w.c.  accommodation, 
and  I  have  strongly  urged  that  water  carriage  be  substituted  for 
the  insufficient  and  insanitary  tub  closets  at  the  school  specified. 
Some  other  matters  of  minor  importance  mentioned  in  the  report 
are  receiving,  or  have  already  received,  the  attention  of  the 
Committee. 

During  the  summer  I  had  the  privilege  of  attending,  along 
with  the  Chairman  of  the  School  Management  Committee,  the 


sescorid  International  Congress  on  School  Hygiene,  but,  as  he  has 
very  fully  reported  upon  the  transactions  of  the  Congress,  I  need 
only  refer  to  one  or  two  subjects  which  I  have  previously  dis¬ 
cussed  in  my  Annual  Reports.  Not  the  least  interesting  of  these 
subjects  were  those  relating  to  the  admission  to  school  of  children 
between  the  ages  of  3  and  5,  and  the  medical  inspection  of  all 
children  attending  public  Elementary  schools. 

With  regard  to  the  former,  medical  opinion  was  decidedly 
in  favour  of  excluding  all  children  under  5,  or  even  under  6  years 
of  age,  in  the  interests  of  the  child’s  general  health  and  physique. 
On  the  other  hand,  representatives  of  the  teaching  profession  con¬ 
sidered  that  the  educational  advantages  resulting  from  early  school 
attendance,  especially  in  morals  and  discipline,  more  than  counter¬ 
balanced  the  risk  of  sickness  and  disease  contracted  in  or  aggra¬ 
vated  by  infant  schools.  To  the  individual  parent,  as  to  the 
individual  child,  health  comes  first,  and  if  the  community  is  to 
benefit  from  the  increased  grant  derived  from  infant  attendance 
such  children  should  have  provided  better  accommodation  than 
that  found  in  many  infant  schools.  In  the  past,  School  Boards 
have  taken  advantage  of  the  fact  that  the  Board  of  Education 
allows  the  provision  of  school  accommodation  at  the  rate  of  80 
cubic  feet  per  child,  whereas  the  Board  of  Agriculture  insists 
upon  800  cubic  feet  per  cow  in  a  cow  shed. 

The  subject  of  medical  inspection  naturally  attracted  con¬ 
siderable  attention.  All  agreed  that  such  inspection  was  the 
inevitable  outcome  of  compulsory  education.  From  this  merely 
financial  point  of  view  it  was  considered  economic  to  institute 
medical  inspection.  School  accommodation  was  provided,  and 
unless  a  child  was  able  both  to  attend  and  to  benefit  from  the  in¬ 
struction  given  loss  resulted.  Still  more  from  the  educational  and 
the  hygienic  aspects  was  medical  inspection  necessary.  Children 
differ  intellectually  as  well  as  physically,  and  it  is  as  cruel  to  ex¬ 
pect  all  children  to  undertake  the  same  educational  tests  as  it  is 
to  allow  the  delicate  and  deformed  to  attempt  the  same  physical 
gymnastics  as  the  healthy  and  robust.  A  further  consideration 
was  the  prevention  or  better  control  of  epidemic  infections  which 
would  result  from  the  systematic  inspection  of  school  children. 
Seeing,  however,  that  medical  inspection  has  become  the  law  of 
the  land  further  comment  is  unnecessary. 

Another  point  of  practical  interest  was  the  closure  of 
Schools  as  a  means  of  checking  the  spread  of  Measles.  The 
Medical  Officer  (Education)  to  the  London  County  Council  had 
previously  demonstrated  that  to  effect  any  useful  purpose  closure 
must  take  place  immediately  on  the  occurrence  of  the  initial  case 
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and  that  the  practice  of  closure  only  when  attendance  falls  to  a 
certain  limit  has  no  effect  in  arresting  the  spread,  and  is  then  a 
matter  of  municipal  and  central  taxation  rather  than  of  health. 
The  discussion  that  followed  seemed  to  be  summed  up  in  the 
dictum,  School  closure  as  generally  applied  is  futile  as  a  prevent¬ 
ive  measure. 

The  Congress  strongly  supported  a  suggestion  I  have  urged 
upon  you  for  some  years — namely,  the  teaching  of  hygiene  in 
schools,  with  special  reference  to  domestic  economy  and  the  feed¬ 
ing  and  management  of  infants.  That  suggestion  I  would  again 
beg  leave  to  repeat. 

As  mentioned  later  in  the  report,  there  was  no  serious 
outbreak  of  infectious  disease  among  the  schools,  and  only  the 
infant  department  at  Eastwood  was  closed  because  the  attendance 
was  materially  reduced.  As  a  wise  precaution,  however,  the 
Health  Committee  had  every  Elementary  school  most  thoroughly 
disinfected  by  formalin  spray  during  the  Christmas  holidays. 
This  systematic  disinfection  was  of  course  in  addition  to  what 
had  been  done  on  several  occasions  as  required  during  the  course 
of  the  year. 

Hospital  Accommodation.— During  the  past  year  265 
patients  were  admitted  into  the  Fever  Hospital  from  all  parts  of 
the  Union.  Of  these  146  came  from  the  borough.  This  is  con¬ 
siderably  fewer  than  during  the  two  previous  years,  the  decrease 
so  far  as  Keighley  is  concerned  being  chiefly  in  the  number  of 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever.  For  comparison  I  give  the  numbers 
admitted  from  the  different  constituent  Authorities  since  the 
Hospital  was  opened  in  1898  : — 


District 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

Keighley  . . . 

164 

267 

210 

237 

91 

73 

88 

201 

214 

146 

Bingley  ... 

35 

81 

102 

36 

30 

34 

18 

40 

60 

66 

Oak  worth  ... 

11 

10 

20 

5 

5 

3 

41 

26 

33 

21 

Haworth  . . . 

19 

11 

13 

18 

4 

44 

21 

6 

2 

5 

Oxenhope  ... 
Keighley 

•  •  • 

5 

1 

1 

5 

17 

0 

14 

8 

•  •I 

Rural 

Outside 

4 

13 

68 

35 

8 

27 

29 

7 

15 

27 

Authorities 

7 

27 

3 

27 

28 

15 

1 

•  •  • 

•  a  a 

•  •  • 

Totals 

240 

414 

417 

359 

171 

213 

198 

294 

332 

265 
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The  admissions  from  the  various  districts  may  be  summar¬ 
ised  as  follows  : — 


District 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diph¬ 

theria 

Typhoid 

Fever 

Total 

Keighley 

61 

77 

8 

146 

Bingley  . 

34 

25 

7 

66 

Oakworth 

13 

8 

•  •  • 

21 

Haworth 

3 

2 

•  •  • 

5 

Oxenhope 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Keighley  Rural 

13 

12 

2 

27 

Totals 

124 

124 

17 

265 

Of  the  265  cases  admitted,  12  proved  fatal,  namely,  2 
Scarlet  Fever,  9  Diphtheria,  and  1  Typhoid  Fever.  The  dis¬ 
tribution  of  the  cases  was  7  from  Keighley,  3  Bingley,  1  Oak- 
worth,  and  1  Keighley  Rural. 

Last  year  I  pointed  out  that  a  large  proportion  of  the 
fatal  cases  died  within  24  hours  of  admission,  and  some  even 
within  an  hour  or  two  after  arrival  at  the  hospital.  The  same 
holds  good  again  since  6  out  of  the  12  died  within  24  hours.  It 
must  not  be  supposed  that  I  call  in  question  the  wisdom  of  re¬ 
moving  cases  that  are  practically  moribund.  Their  only  chance 
may  have  depended  on  hospital  treatment  and  their  isolation  may 
have  been  necessary  in  the  interests  of  others  of  the  family. 

As  showing  the  risks  of  mixed  infection  I  pointed  out  last 
year  that  the  throat  of  every  Scarlet  Fever  case  was  swabbed 
immediately  on  admission  and  the  swab  examined  Bacteriologic- 
ally  for  the  germs  of  Diphtheria.  The  necessity  for  this  pre¬ 
caution  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  out  of  124  Scarlet  Fever 
admissions  15  were  found  by  bacteriological  examination  to  ex¬ 
hibit  the  bacillus  of  Diphtheria  in  their  throat.  Such  mixed 
infections  had  of  course  to  be  isolated  separately  from  the  pure 
Scarlet  Fever  cases,  but  the  existence  of  these  double  infections 
throws  a  strong  light  upon  many  obscure  outbreaks,  and  ought 
not  to  be  forgotten  when  Diphtheria  occurs  without  any  known 
source  of  infection. 

Methods  of  Dealing  with  Infection.— I  need  only 
refer  very  shortly  to  what  has  been  detailed  in  former  reports.  On 
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receipt  of  notification  of  infectious  disease  the  house  is  visited  and 
inspected  as  soon  after  as  possible.  The  case  where  possible  is 
removed  to  hospital  and  the  room  or  rooms  disinfected  by  Form¬ 
alin  in  vapour  and  spray.  Clothing,  etc.,  is  either  disinfected  at 
home,  under  instructions  given  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  or 
removed  to  the  hospital  for  disinfection  by  steam.  Small-pox 
“  contacts  ”  are  supervised  until  the  incubation  period  is  passed. 
Immediate  notice  is  sent  to  the  school  authorities  to  exclude  all 
children  from  infected  families  until  due  notice  has  been  sent  that 
disinfection  has  been  completed.  Informal  notification  is  frequent¬ 
ly  sent  to  the  Health  Department  by  the  school  attendance  officer 
of  suspected  cases  of  infection,  and  these  are  then  investigated  in 
the  usual  way.  When  the  spread  of  disease  is  directly  traceable 
to  school  life  the  school  is  either  closed  or  regularly  visited,  so 
that  suspicious  cases  may  be  inspected,  and  teachers  advised  on 
points  of  difficulty.  I  may  here  express  my  indebtedness  to  the 
work  of  the  West  Riding  Bacteriological  Department  for  much 
valuable  assistance  given  in  dealing  with  special  infections^  Diph¬ 
theria,  Typhoid  Fever,  Tuberculosis,  etc.  More  than  500  tests 
have  been  made  microscopically  and  bacteriologically  on  speci¬ 
mens  sent  during  the  past  year,  including  the  swabs  taken  at  the 
hospital  already  referred  to.  Details  of  specimens  sent  from 
Keighley  district  to  the  Bacteriological  Laboratory,  Wakefield  : — 


Enteric  Fever  (Widal  reaction) 
Sputum  (for  Tubercle  bacilli)  . 
Diphtheria 

Urine  (for  Tubercle  bacilli) 
Miscellaneous 


4 
45 

479 

5 

1 


Nuisances. — For  full  details  of  the  various  nuisances 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Health  Committee,  and  of  the  steps 
taken  to  abate  or  remove  such  nuisances,  I  refer  you  to  the 
accompanying  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  In  making  my 
Report  I  have  tried  to  avoid  entering  into  details  which  are  better 
given  by  your  Inspector,  and  therefore  have  referred  only  in. 
general  terms  to  those  insanitary  conditions  most  likely  to  affect 
the  public  health. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births.  — There  were  registered  during  the  year,  986 
Births.  Of  these  497  were  males  and  489  females.  On  an  esti¬ 
mated  population  for  the  middle  of  the  year  of  44,990,  the  birth¬ 
rate  is  2T9,  compared  with  23*3,  237  and  217  for  the  3  previous 
years.  There  is  thus  a  slight  increase  in  the  rate  over  last  year, 
but  the  fluctuatation  is  too  slight  to  suggest  that  the  declining 
birth-rate  had  reached  its  lowest  point.  The  following  figures  show 
how  steadily  the  decline  has  been  going  on  for  upwards  of  thirty 
years  : — 

Birth-rate  for  10  years,  1880-1889  equalled  307 

„  „  10  „  1890-1899  „  28-2 

„  „  8  „  1900-1907  „  247 

,,  „  the  year  1907,  ,,  2T9 

Last  year  I  showed  that  the  decrease  was  not  equally  pro¬ 
gressive  throughout  the  Borough.  The  North-West  Ward  has 
always  shown  the  lowest  birth-rate,  while  the  North-East  and 
West  Wards  have  maintained  the  highest  averages.  This  year’s 
figures  are  in  accordance  with  the  experience  of  former  years,  as 
may  be  seen,  thus  : — 


Wards 

Population 

Births 

Birth-rate 

Average  of 
previous 

10  years 

Central 

5,090 

95 

18-6 

24*6 

East 

7,474 

193 

25-8 

28-9 

N.  East 

7,616 

200 

26-2 

24-0 

N.  West  . 

9,243 

145 

15-6 

19-8 

South  ... 

8,495 

176 

207 

24-9 

West  ... 

Public  Institutions 

6,752 

320 

177 

26-2 

30-8 

Borough 

44,990 

986 

21-9 

25-6 

How  far  these  differences  in  birth-rate  can  be  explained  on 
purely  physiological  grounds  it  is  not  for  me  to  say.  In  part  the 
smaller  families  generally  found  among  the  wealthier  classes  may 
be  explained  by  the  fact,  that  the  ages  of  the  parents  at  marriage 
is  greater  than  among  the  poorer  classes.  Whether  or  not  social 
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and  economic  reasons  form  an  important  factor  in  solving  the 
question  is  scarcely  suited  for  discussing  in  an  annual  report. 

For  England  and  Wales  the  birth-rate  for  the  year  is  26’3. 
For  the  76  great  towns — that  is  those  with  a  population  of 
50,000  and  upwards — the  rate  is  27 ‘0,  and  for  the  142  smaller 
towns  25-7. 

The  illegitimate  births  numbered  45  or  4-5  per  cent. 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  registered  as  actually 
occurring  within  the  borough  was  648.  Seeing  however  that  the 
Fever  Hospital  which  admits  a  large  proportion  of  our  infectious 
cases  is  situated  outside  the  borough,  and  that  the  Union  Infirm¬ 
ary  and  Victoria  Hospital  which  take  in  cases  from  the  surround¬ 
ing  districts  are  within  the  borough,  it  is  obvious  that  certain 
corrections  must  be  made  in  order  to  arrive  at  the  correct  number 
of  deaths  properly  belonging  to  the  borough.  These  corrections 
have  therefore  been  made  by  adding  12  deaths  which  occurred 
in  outside  institutions  such  as  the  Fever  Hospital,  Menston 
Asylum,  etc.,  and  deducting  41  deaths  in  the  Union  Infirmary 
and  Victoria  Hospital  of  non-residents,  temporarily  brought  into 
the  borough  for  treatment.  The  corrected  total  is  thus  found  to 
be  619.  Of  these  312  were  males  and  307  females.  The  death- 
rate  works  out  at  14-40  gross  and  13  75  corrected.  This  I  am 
pleased  to  report  is  the  lowest  rate  recorded,  not  merely  since  the 
incorporation  of  the  borough,  but  probably  the  lowest  ever 
recorded.  The  rate  for  the  previous  ten  years  averages  17-2. 


As  in  previous  years,  the  lowest  rate  is  recorded  in  the 
North-West  Ward,  and  the  highest  in  the  West.  Further  details 
may  be  seen  below  and  in  the  L.Gr.B  Table  II  appended. 


Ward 

Population 

Deaths 

Death-rate 

Average  of 
previous 
10  years 

Central 

5,090 

83 

16-3 

19-0 

East 

7,474 

87 

11-6 

15-8 

N,  East 

7,616 

120 

15  7 

15-0 

N.  West 

9,243 

89 

9-6 

12-9 

South  ... 

8,495 

111 

13-0 

15-7 

West  ... 

6,752 

129 

19-1 

19-2 

Institutions 

320 

•  •  * 

. . . 

... 

Borough 

44,990 

619 

13-7 

17-0 

(Deaths  in  public  Institutions  are  of  course  allocated  to  their  respective  Wards). 
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For  farther  comparison,  it  may  be  noted  that  the  death- 
rate  for  the  whole  county  was  15-0  ;  for  the  great  towns  15*4  ; 
and  for  the  smaller  towns  1 4  *5,  a  comparison  very  favourable  to 
the  Borough. 

The  deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  numbered  12,  a  mortality 
fully  double  of  that  among  all  infants  during  the  same  period. 


Infant  Mortality. — I  hesitate  to  record  the  greatly 
diminished  mortality  among  infants  during  the  year  seeing  that  I 
cannot  apportion  the  degree  of  credit  which  should  be  given  to 
the  Health  department  for  the  special  effort  made  to  effect  a 
reduction,  and  the  amount  to  be  allowed  for  the  exceptional  at¬ 
mospheric  conditions  which  have  largely  contributed  to  the  lowest 
general  death-rate  yet  recorded. 

The  subject  of  infant  mortality  has  been  so  frequently 
brought  before  you  of  late  that  for  once  I  need  only  summarise 
the  year’s  results.  The  number  of  children  dying  under  1  year 
was  115  or  otherwise  the  infant  mortality  stated  in  relation  to 
1000  births  was  116.  How  favourably  this  compares  with  the 
records  of  the  past  30  years  may  be  seen  thus  : — 

For  5  years  1877 — 1881  Infant  mortality  averaged  168 


1882—1886 

55 

166 

1887—1891 

5  5 

55 

161 

1892—1896 

55 

5? 

169 

1897—1901 

55 

55 

157 

1902—1906 

55 

55 

146 

1907 

5) 

was  . . . 

116 

This  represents  a  saving  last  year  of  approximately  30 
lives,  or  compared  with  a  generation  ago  an  annual  saving  of  50 
lives.  One  naturally  asks  can  this  record  be  maintained  1 ;  will  it 
be  maintained  ?  The  answer  to  the  first  question  undoubtedly  is 
it  can  be  ;  to  the  second,  I  can  only  reply  it  ought  to  be.  The 
low  mortality  as  previously  stated  was  in  measure  due  during  the 
summer  months  to  atmospheric  conditions  favouring  the  absence 
of  summer  diarrhoea  and  bacterial  activity,  as  well  as  to  the  free¬ 
dom  of  the  borough  from  infectious  disease,  and  these  conditions 
cannot  be  relied  upon  to  continue.  Special  efforts  were  also  made 
by  the  Health  Committee  to  combat  the  previously  high  mortal¬ 
ity.  Enquiries  were  made  into  all  infant  deaths,  and  where 
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possible,  helpful  advice  was  given  to  parents  regarding  the  feeding 
of  their  children. 


How  inadequate  these  measures  often  were  may  be  inferr¬ 
ed  from  the  fact  that  frequently  the  first  intimation  the  Health 
department  had  of  an  infant’s  existence  was  the  receipt  of  its 
death  certificate.  Naturally  therefore  the  Committee  was  pleased 
to  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  Notification  of  Birth  Act,  1907, 
to  come  into  operation  within  the  borough  on  the  1st  Jan.  1908. 
A  recommendation  to  secure  the  services  of  a  lady  Health  Visitor 
was  first  rejected  by  the  Council,  but  subsequently  adopted  along 
with  the  Notification  Act  referred  to. 

I  refrain  from  giving  in  detail  the  reasons  which  induced 
the  Committee  to  appoint  a  Health  Visitor.  These  have  been 
discussed  in  former  reports,  and  now  I  need  only  express  the 
opinion  that  much  good  should  result  from  the  services  of  a  tact¬ 
ful  sympathetic  nurse  although  the  evidence  of  the  good  done  may 
not  be  apparent  all  at  once.  Good  advise  like  good  seed  does  not 
take  root,  blossom,  and  bear  fruit  unless  the  soil  is  suitable,  and 
when  ignorance  or  wrong  ideas  have  possession  of  the  ground  the 
expected  crop  is  often  delayed  and  scanty.  The  Health  Com¬ 
mittee  fully  appreciate  this  fact,  and  consequently  have  re¬ 
commended  the  Education  Committee  to  prepare  the  soil  by 
including  domestic  economy  and  the  hygiene  of  infant  life  in  the 
school  curriculum  of  all  the  older  girls. 

As  pointed  out  last  year  such  agencies  as  Health  Visitors, 
handbills  on  the  feeding  of  infants,  and  municipal  milk  depots, 
are  educational  influences  of  minor  value  compared  with  the  effect 
of  a  good  practical  training  of  all  the  older  girls  at  school.  Such 
training  would  be  general  and  penetrate  everywhere,  while  the 
aids  mentioned  above  affect  only  a  limited  few. 

As  in  former  years  the  following  table  is  given  to  show 
how  widely  the  mortality  among  infants  varies  in  the  different 
wards.  The  effect  of  ignorance  and  poverty  among  the  parents 
has  so  frequently  been  alluded  to  as  in  part  explanatory  of  the 
greater  mortality  in  certain  quarters  that  it  need  not  again  be 
emphasised,  nor  as  proof  of  this  explanation  should  it  be  necessary 
to  again  point  out  that  a  child  bom  in  the  central  ward  has  only 
one  third  of  the  chance  of  living  to  be  one  year  old  that  a  child 
born  in  the  N.  West  Ward  has. 
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Wards. 

Population. 

Deaths 

under 

1  year. 

Infant 

Mortality. 

Average  of 
previous 

10  years. 

Central 

5090 

19 

200 

203 

East ... 

7474 

20 

103 

143 

N.  East 

7616 

23 

115 

147 

N.  West  ... 

9243 

10 

69 

97 

South 

8495 

18 

102 

152 

West 

6752 

25 

141 

165 

Institutions ... 

320 

•  •  • 

* .. 

. . . 

Totals  ... 

44990 

115 

116 

149 

At  page  42  will  be  found  an  interesting  table  showing  the 
causes  of  deaths  of  all  the  children  dying  in  the  Borough  under  1 
year  subdivided  into  weeks  and  months.  You  will  note  that 
nearly  half  the  deaths  took  place  during  the  first  month  and  that 
nearly  half  of  these  occurred  during  the  first  week.  Of  the  deaths 
occurring  during  the  first  month  most  were  registered  as  due  to 
Diarrhoea  or  wasting  diseases,  while  of  those  dying  between  1  and 
12  months,  the  most  fatal  cause  was  inflammatory  disease  of  the 
lungs.  Is  it  not  probable  that  many  of  these  lives  might  have 
been  saved  had  only  the  mothers  been  trained  to  fulfil  the  duties 
of  motherhood  intelligently  1  In  my  opinion  physical  degeneracy 
on  the  part  of  the  infant  has  less  to  do  with  this  early  mortality 
than  ignorance  on  the  part  of  the  mother,  and  the  removal  of  this 
ignorance  will  be  the  first  and  most  important  task  of  the  lady 
Health  Visitor. 


For  comparison  it  may  be  stated  that  for  England  and 
Wales  the  Infant  mortality  last  year  was  118,  for  the  76  great 
towns  127,  and  for  the  smaller  towns  122,  another  comparison 
favourable  to  the  Borough. 

Zymotic  Deaths. — The  seven  principal  zymotic  diseases 
— Small  Pox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping 


o  o 
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Cough,  Typhoid  Fever,  and  Diarrhoea — were  registered  as  the 
cause  of  42  deaths,  compared  with  123,  36,  and  51  in  the  three 
previous  years.  We  generally  find  that  Diarrhoea  claims  most 
victims,  but  this  year  Diphtheria  headed  the  list  with  14  deaths, 
then  followed  Diarrhoea  with  11,  Whooping  Cough  9,  Measles  6, 
Typhoid  Fever  2.  Of  the  42  deaths  33  were  children  under  5 
years  of  age.  We  have  formerly  found  that  the  West  Ward 
contributed  the  largest  proportion  of  deaths  from  infectious  dis¬ 
ease,  but  this  year  the  N.  East  was  most  heavily  affected,  the 
figures  being  Central  7,  East  8,  N.  East  17,  N.  West  3,  West  6, 
and  South,  only  1, 

The  Zymotic  death-rate  was  -91  compared  with  2  82,  *81, 
and  1T4  in  the  three  previous  years. 

Another  comparison  in  favour  of  the  Borough  record  may 
be  seen  from  the  following  returns  : — 

The  rates  for  England  and  Wales  were  D26.  For  the  76 
great  towns  D54,  and  for  the  smaller  towns  1*29. 

For  further  comparison  I  give  the  rates  for  the  previous 
seven  years  : — 


1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

Smallpox 

•00 

•00 

•02 

•00 

•02 

•00 

•00 

•00 

Measles 

1-00 

•02 

•87 

•02 

1-47 

•06 

18 

•13 

Scarlet  Fever 

•64 

•11 

•04 

•04 

•08 

•15 

•06 

•00 

Diphtheria  ... 

1-15 

•74 

•07 

•16 

•16 

•25 

•31 

•31 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

•02 

•26 

•00 

•23 

•71 

•11 

•18 

•20 

Fever 

•24 

•23 

•00 

•09 

04 

•06 

•02 

•04 

Diarrhoea 

•36 

•57 

•16 

•13 

•32 

•15 

•38 

■24 

Totals  ... 

3-43 

1-96 

M6 

•69 

2'82 

•81 

M4 

•94 

Deaths  occurring  in  the  Fever  Hospital  are,  of  course, 
included,  being  allocated  to  the  Wards  from  which  the  cases  were 
removed. 


Table  showing  Births,  Birth-rate,  Deaths,  Death-rate,  and 
Zymotic  Deaths,  etc.,  for  the  past  28  years  for  the  whole 

Borough  : — 


Year. 

Estimated 

Popula¬ 

tion. 

\ 

Births. 

Birth¬ 

rate. 

Deaths. 

Death 

rate. 

Zymotic 
D  eath 
rate. 

Infant 

Mort¬ 

ality. 

1880 

25,180 

841 

33-3 

559 

22-2 

2d 

177 

1881 

25,333 

792 

31-2 

608 

24-0 

2-5 

183 

1882 

25,883 

768 

29-6 

5G7 

21-9 

2*9 

162 

1883 

26,404 

724 

27-4 

536 

20-3 

1-4 

172 

1884 

26,935 

865 

321 

586 

21*7 

2-0 

190 

1885 

27,477 

781 

28-4 

560 

20-3 

1-9 

177 

1886 

28,030 

878 

31-3 

567 

20-2 

1-4 

132 

1887 

28,594 

914 

31-9 

666 

23-3 

3-4 

174 

1888 

29,168 

849 

29-1 

637 

21*8 

4-0 

146 

1889 

29,756 

878 

29-5 

602 

20-2 

1-9 

163 

1890 

30,354 

989 

32-5 

707 

23-3 

2-9 

158 

1891 

30,965 

970 

31-3 

664 

21-4 

2-1 

165 

1892 

31,530 

907 

28-4 

601 

19-0 

1-7 

158 

1893 

32,070 

922 

28-7 

616 

19-2 

2  2 

158 

1894 

32,750 

862 

26-3 

600 

18-0 

1-8 

190 

1895 

33,202 

899 

27-0 

639 

18-4 

IT 

177 

1896 

38,000 

1156 

28-4 

695 

17-7 

1-5 

163 

1897 

38,800 

1128 

290 

662 

17-0 

1-6 

139 

1898 

40,000 

1195 

29-8 

739 

18-4 

2-2 

171 

1899 

40,900 

1127 

27-5 

790 

19-3 

2-7 

170 

1900 

41,020 

1066 

26-0 

875 

21-3 

3-4 

164 

1901 

41,564 

1120 

269 

707 

17-0 

1-9 

142 

1902 

42,500 

1129 

26-5 

667 

15-6 

IT 

155 

1903 

43,120 

1023 

23°7 

663 

15-3 

•6 

140 

1904 

43,490 

1017 

23-3 

774 

17-7 

2  8 

156 

1905 

43,940 

1029 

23*4 

638 

14-5 

•8 

132 

1906 

44,500 

943 

21*1 

664 

14-9 

IT 

149 

1907 

44,990 

986 

21-9 

618 

13-7 

•9 

116 

Before  leaving  the  subject  of  Vital  Statistics,  I  wish  to 
translate  into  words  some  of  the  tables  given  above,  so  that  one 
may  approximately  gauge  the  relative  positions  of  the  several 
Wards,  and  thereby  remember  better  the  sanitary  conditions  and 
characteristics  of  the  various  districts  into  which  the  Borough  is 
divided. 


Wards 

Birth-rate 

Death-rate 

Infant 

Mortality 

Central  ... 

Low 

High 

Very  high 

East 

High 

Low 

Low 

North-East 

High 

Medium 

Low 

North-West 

Very  low 

Very  low 

Very  low 

South 

Low 

Low 

Low 

W  est 

High 

Very  high 

High 

Thus  it  may  be  said,  that  the  record  for  the  year  of  the 
East  and  North-East  Wards  is  good;  of  the  South,  fairly  good; 
and  of  the  North-West,  very  good.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Cen¬ 
tral  and  West  Wards  are  running  neck  and  neck  for  a  position 
somewhere  between  bad  and  very  bad. 

Ag*es  at  Death. — Of  the  619  deaths  from  all  causes 
registered  as  belonging  to  the  Borough,  115  died  under  1  year  of 
age.  During  the  previous  year  there  were  664  deaths,  with  141 
under  1  year.  Between  the  ages  of  1  and  5  there  were  66  deaths, 
compared  with  64  out  of  a  larger  total  for  1906.  The  principal 
causes  of  death  during  the  period  1-5  years  were  Diphtheria, 
Tuberculosis  and  Pneumonia.  Between  5-15  years  there  were  24 
deaths,  and  between  15-25  years  27  deaths.  The  principle  cause 
iu  each  age-period,  again  being  Tuberculosis.  The  same  cause  also 
accounted  for  the  largest  mortality  at  ages  25-65  years,  when 
227  deaths  were  registered.  From  65  years  and  upwards,  160 
deaths  occurred,  the  chief  certified  cause  being  old-age. 

Deaths  in  Public  Institutions.— -Practically  the  same 
number  of  deaths  occurred  in  Institutions  as  in  previous  years, 
namely.  130  last  year,  and  131  in  1906.  The  totals  however,  wrere 
very  differently  composed,  there  being  89  residents  and  41  non¬ 
residents  in  1907,  compared  with  105  residents  and  26  non¬ 
residents  in  1906.  It  seems  rather  a  striking  fact  that  20  per 
cent,  of  the  deaths  took  place  in  one  or  other  of  the  Public  Insti¬ 
tutions. 


Uncertified  Deaths  and  Inquests.— There  were  25 
deaths  registered  without  the  cause  being  certified,  either  by  a 
medical  man  or  the  Coroner.  This  gives  a  percentage  of  4,  a 
figure  very  much  above  the  average  of  other  towns. 

The  inquests  held  numbered  17 — the  same  as  last  year — 
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12  of  the  inquests  being  held  in  connection  with  accidents  and 
suicides. 

The  number  of  still-born  children  interred  in  the  Cemetery 
was  66,  compared  with  65,  64  and  57  in  the  three  previous  years. 

Diagram  showing  the  principal  causes  of  death  during 
1907?:— 
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SPECIAL  DISEASES. 

Small  POX. — I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  Borough 
was  again  free  from  Small  Pox  during  the  past  year.  The  Hospit¬ 
al  however,  is  always  kept  ready  for  immediate  use  so  that  no 
time  should  be  lost  in  the  event  of  any  case  being  discovered  in 
the  district.  This  preparedness  is  all  the  more  necessary  in  view 
of  the  great  majority  of  children  being  un vaccinated.  Here 
prompt  isolation  is  our  only  line  of  defence  against  the  inroads  of 
infection  and  consequently  that  defence  must  be  as  nearly  perfect 
as  can  be  made. 

Measles, — Except  during  the  fourth  quarter  the  town 
was  practically  free  from  this  disease.  In  the  N.  E.  Ward  a  case 
or  two  occurred  in  Oct.  and  during  Nov,  it  became  evident  that 
the  numbers  were  rapidly  increasing.  Eastwood  Infant  depart¬ 
ment  seemed  to  be  the  only  School  affected  and  as  is  usual  in  those 
epidemics  the  infants  under  5  years  suffered  most.  Unfortunately 
with  Measles  the  infection  is  greatest  before  the  eruption  develops 
and  therefore  School  closure  has  proved  of  little  use  in  checking 
a  threatened  epidemic  unless  the  heroic  measure  be  taken  of 
closing  the  School  immediately  the  first  case  occurs.  If  even  the 
baby  classes  could  be  closed  good  would  have  resulted  as  the  child¬ 
ren  over  five  years  of  age  were  mostly  protected  by  having  had  a 
previous  attack.  The  regulations  of  the  Board  of  Education  how¬ 
ever,  do  not  allow  any  such  distinction  being  made,  and  con¬ 
sequently  for  economic  reasons  the  whole  infant  department  was 
closed  a  week  before  the  usual  time  for  Christmas  holidays.  It  is 
probable  the  epidemic  may  tend  to  spread  to  other  parts  of  the 
Borough,  although  at  the  close  of  the  year  there  is  no  evidence  of 
this,  and  the  only  fatal  cases,  six  in  number,  were  confined  to  the 
N.  East  Ward.  Of  the  6  deaths,  5  were  children  under  5  years 
of  age,  and  as  almost  invariably  happens  the  direct  cause  of  death 
was  Broncho-Pneumonia.  This  loss  of  life  is  the  more  to  be 
deplored  when  one  considers  that  the  fatal  result  is  less  due  to  the 
specific  poison  of  Measles  than  to  cold  contracted  during  the  early 
stage  of  convalescence,  that  is  when  the  rash  having  disappeared, 
the  parents  seem  to  think  the  danger  has  gone  as  well.  It  is 
simply  another  example  of  the  foolishness  of  under  rating  a  foe, 
and  the  wisdom  which  comes  too  late  is  a  sad  memorial  of  the 
ignorance  that  might  have  been  prevented. 

The  death-rate  from  this  complaint  was  0*13  compared 
with  0T8,  0’06,  and  1*47  in  the  previous  three  years. 
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Whooping*  Cough. — Cases  of  this  Zymotic  disease  kept 
occurring  during  the  whole  year,  but  never  reached  anything  like 
epidemic  proportions,  Early  in  the  year  Whooping  Cough  made 
its  appearance  in  the  Central  Ward.  Later  it  extended  to  the 
East  and  North  East  Wards,  and  at  the  close  of  the  fourth- 
quarter  it  looked  as  if  the  North  West  Ward  had  to  face  a  more 
serious  invasion.  Here  a  single  mild  case  in  one  of  the  Schools 
spread  infection  before  the  nature  of  the  cough  was  understood, 
Closure  for  Christmas  holidays  came  opportunely,  but  there  also 
came  the  usual  round  of  children’s  Christmas  parties  with  every 
probability  of  a  further  spread  of  infection.  So  far  1  death  has 
been  registered  in  the  West  Ward,  2  in  each  of  the  Central  and 
East  Wards  and  4  in  the  North  East.  All  the  deaths  were  child¬ 
ren  under  5  years  of  age, 

The  death-rate  was  0-20  compared  with  0T8,  O  il,  and 
0*71  in  the  previous  three  years. 


Scarlet  Fever. — At  the  close  of  1906,  Scarlet  Fever  had 
been  notified  as  occuring  in  every  Ward,  and  the  year  under 
review  opened  with  practically  the  same  degree  of  prevalence  as 
the  old  year  closed.  During  the  succeeding  months,  the  prevalence 
diminished,  so  that  the  total  number  of  cases  reported,  was  less 
than  half  that  of  the  two  previous  years.  Judging  by  population, 
the  Wards  were  about  equally  affected,  although  the  Central 
probably  got  off  easiest  and  the  North-East  worst.  The  cases 
notified  numbered  79,  compared  with  60,  173  and  174  in  the  pre¬ 
vious  three  years.  The  cases  were  so  widely  distributed,  and 
apparently  so  little  dependent  on  aggregation  in  school  that  closure 
of  schools  was  in  no  way  justified.  As  a  precautionary  measure 
however,  disinfection  of  class-rooms  was  carried  out  wherever 
cases  occurred.  For  instance,  in  one  school,  a  child  was  sent 
home  apparently  with  the  rash  of  measles  well  marked.  The 
usual  three  weeks  exclusion  was  insisted  on,  but  on  the  child’s 
return,  desquamation  of  Scarlet  Fever  was  detected,  and  further 
isolation  had  to  be  carried  out.  In  view  of  a  possible  outbreak, 
the  probable  course  of  an  epidemic  was  explained  to  the  teachers, 
and  instructions  given  as  to  the  methods  to  be  adopted  to  check 
the  spread  of  infection.  The  class-rooms  were  thoroughly  sprayed 
with  Formalin,  and  books,  slates,  pencils,  etc.,  were  also  disinfected 
by  the  methods  most  applicable  to  the  articles  in  question. 

The  following  Table  gives  details  (of  the  seasonal  and  local 
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distribution)  of  the  cases  notified,  and  the  numbers  removed  to 
Hospital  from  each  Ward. 

Cases  Notified.  Cases  Removed  to  Hospital 
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6 

12 

19 

8 

7 

9 

61 

As  in  former  years  I  show  in  tabular  form  the  degree  to 
which  householders  availed  themselves  of  the  benefits  of  hospital 
isolation  : — 


Wards. 

Cases 

Notified. 

Cases 

Removed. 

Percentage 

Removed. 

Central 

7 

6 

85 

East 

13 

12 

92 

N.  East  ... 

20 

19 

95 

N.  West . 

17 

8 

47 

South 

10 

9 

90 

West 

12 

7 

58 

Totals  ... 

79 

61 

77 

This  result  is  distinctly  less  satisfactory  than  in  1906, 
when  90  per  cent,  of  the  cases  were  isolated.  So  far  as  the  N. 
West  Ward  is  concerned  Hospital  isolation  is  less  necessary  on 
account  of  the  better-class  house  and  the  less  congested  area,  but 
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it  is  disappointing  to  find  in  the  crowded  West  Ward  where  home 
isolation  is  practically  impossible,  that  only  58  per  cent,  of  the 
Scarlet  Fever  Oases  was  isolated. 

How  very  mild  the  type  of  infection  was  may  be  gathered 
from  the  fact  that  not  one  of  the  79  cases  ended  fatally. 

The  death-rate  was  thus  *00  compared  with  004,  0T5  and 
0*06  in  the  three  previous  years. 

The  79  cases  occurred  in  70  separate  houses.  Defects  in 
drainage  were  found  in  4.  It  is  not  suggested  that  these  defects 
had  any  but  a  secondary  or  indirect  influence  in  accounting  for 
the  spread  of  the  complaint.  As  formerly  pointed  out  there  is 
still  much  to  be  learned  regarding  the  cause  and  propagation  of 
this  Zymotic  Disease,  and  although  personal  infection  is  doubt¬ 
less  the  principal  source  and  means  of  spread,  insanitation  is 
frequently  a  predisposing  cause  as  well  as  one  which  directly 
influences  this  type  of  disease. 


Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup —For  the  past 
five  years  Diphtheria  within  the  Borough  has  been  distinctly  on 
the  increase,  95  cases  being  notified  in  1907  compared  with  15, 
49,  50,  73  in  the  four  preceding  years.  The  reason  for  this  pro¬ 
gressive  prevalence  is  not  easy  to  find.  In  last  year’s  report  I 
showed  that  Diphtheria  germs  were  found  in  20  per  cent,  of  the 
throats  of  Scarlet  Fever  cases  sent  to  the  hospital.  It  is  reason¬ 
able  to  conclude  that  had  not  these  been  isolated  in  hospital  the 
double  infection  would  frequently  not  have  been  detected,  and 
consequently  freedom  from  Diphtheria  infection  would  not  have 
been  insisted  upon  before  the  children  were  allowed  to  mix  with 
others.  In  many  of  those  Scarlet  Fever  cases  treated  at  home 
this  mixed  infection  would  probably  occur,  but  being  undetected 
the  children  would  eventually  prove  foci  of  Diphtheria  infection 
for  others.  The  presence  too  in  a  community  of  “  carrier  ”  cases, 
that  is,  children  with  Diphtheria  bacilli  in  their  throats  without 
themselves  actively  suffering  from  the  disease  makes  it  practically 
impossible  to  trace  the  source  of  infection  in  many  of  the  cases 
reported.  There  seems  no  doubt  but  that  School  life  has  most  to 
do  with  the  spread  of  infection.  Last  year  I  showed  that  of  72 
cases  very  evenly  distributed  throughout  eleven  months  of  the 
year,  only  one  solitary  case  occurred  during  the  month  of  August 
when  the  Schools  were  closed.  This  year  with  95  cases  similarly 
distributed  not  a  single  case  was  reported  during  the  holiday 
month. 
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As  regards  the  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  we  find 
that  the  Wards  which  suffered  most  last  year  escape  easiest  this 
year  and  vice  versa.  Full  details,  however,  of  the  seasonal  and 
local  distribution  can  best  be  seen  from  a  consideration  of  the 
following  table  : — 

Cases  Notified.  Oases  Removed  to  Hospital 
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For  further  comparison  I  give  in  tabular  form  the  percent¬ 
age  of  cases  isolated  from  each  Ward  : — 


Wards 

Cases 

Notified 

Removed  to 
Hospital 

Percentage 

Removed. 

Central 

2 

2 

100 

East 

14 

11 

78 

North-East 

37 

32 

86 

North-West 

20 

13 

65 

South 

12 

9 

75 

W  est 

10 

10 

100 

Totals 

95 

77 

81 
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When  considering  the  subject  of  Scarlet  Fever,  I  pointed 
out  that  fewer  cases  were  isolated  than  during  the  previous  year. 
The  reverse  holds  good  with  regard  to  Diphtheria,  and  why,  only 
58  per  cent,  of  Scarlet  Fever  cases  this  year  should  be  removed 
from  the  West  Ward  compared  with  100  per  cent,  last  year  or 
with  100  per  cent,  of  Diphtheria  this  year  is  more  than  I  can  say. 

The  95  cases  occurred  in  88  houses  in  4  of  which  the 
drainage  was  found  defective. 

Of  the  77  cases  treated  in  hospital,  6  were  fatal,  that  is 
7 ‘8  per  cent.  Of  the  18  cases  treated  at  home  8  were  fatal,  that 
is  44  per  cent. 

The  Diphtheria  Death-rate  was  0*31,  compared  with  ‘07, 
•25  and  *31  in  the  previous  three  years. 


Typhoid  Fever. — Although  11  cases  were  notified 
during  the  year  the  subsequent  history  of  at  least  three  of  the 
cases  suggested  that  the  suspicious  symtoms  could  be  explained 
otherwise  than  by  Typhoid  Fever.  Notwithstanding  this  addition 
to  the  true  number  one  cannot  consider  the  record  as  a  bad  one. 
For  years  the  numbers  have  been  decreasing  proportionally  to  the 
improved  sanitary  conditions  of  the  town,  and  the  slight  check  to 
this  decrease  does  not  invalidate  the  conclusions  previously 
arrived  at,  namely,  that  the  adoption  of  water  closets  instead  of 
tubs  has  been  directly  instrumental  in  reducing  the  prevalence 
of  Fever  in  the  Borough.  One  hardly  seems  justified  in  making 
this  statement  in  view  of  the  fact  that  most  of  the  cases  occurred 
in  the  N.  West  Ward  where  more  water  closets  than  tubs  exist 
than  in  the  other  Wards.  Four  of  the  cases  however  were  in  one 
house  and  here  the  means  of  spread  was  clearly  personal.  The 
other  cases  were  not  in  any  way  connected  and  though  each  case 
was  carefully  investigated  the  source  of  infection  was  highly 
problematical.  For  instance,  oysters  were  suspected  in  one  case, 
while  water  cress  seemed  a  likely  cause  in  another.  Neither  the 
water  nor  milk  supplies  came  under  suspicion  of  specific  bacterial 
pollution. 

Of  the  11  cases  reported,  6  occurred  in  April  and  May, 
and  all  the  Wards  were  infected  excepting  the  South. 

The  death-rate  was  0*04  compared  with  *04,  '23  and  *02  in 
the  three  previous  years. 

The  1 1  cases  occurred  in  8  houses,  in  only  one  of  which 
was  the  drainage  found  defective. 
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Diarrhoea. — The  deaths  from  this  cause,  11  in  number 
were  considerably  below  the  average.  There  can  be  no  doubt, 
but  that  this  satisfactory  result  is  largely  due  to  climatic  con¬ 
ditions.  The  cold  wet  summer  and  the  absence  of  decomposing 
filth  were  all  hostile  to  those  telluric  conditions  which  favour  the 
growth  of  the  specific  diarrhoea  germ  ;  but  we  must  not  forget 
that  this  year’s  low  death-rate  from  Diarrhoea  does  not  warrant 
any  relaxation  of  our  efforts  to  remove  those  insanitary  conditions 
so  closely  associated  with  this  preventable  zymotic.  There  can  be 
no  question  that  dampness,  filth,  decomposing  vegetable  and 
animal  matter  all  favour  bacterial  life,  and  therefore  tend  to  in¬ 
duce  Diarrhoea,  whereas  cleanliness,  drainage,  and  the  paving  of 
back  yards  and  alleys  are  inimical  to  the  growths  of  the  disease- 
producing  organism. 

The  death-rate  from  Diarrhoea  including  Zymotic  Enteritis 
was  -24,  compared  with  -32,  -57  and  ’38  in  the  previous  three 
years. 


Respiratory  Diseases. — The  deaths  registered  under 

this  heading  numbered  114,  exactly  the  same  as  in  the  previous 
year.  They  comprised  Bronchitis,  49  ;  Pneumonia,  64 ;  and 
Pleurisy,  1.  This  is  below  the  average  of  former  years,  and  differs 
in  one  other  respect,  in  that  far  fewer  deaths  took  place  among 
children  under  5  years  of  age. 

The  death-rate  was  2*5,  compared  with  2‘8,  2  9  and  2*5  in 
the  previous  three  years. 

Diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs,  other  than  those  men¬ 
tioned  above,  caused  10  deaths,  compared  with  7,  6  and  8  in  the 
preceding  years.  The  death-rate  for  all  the  respiratory  diseases 
was  2*75. 

Phthisis  op  Tuberculosis  of  the  Lung1.— Last  year’s 

report  drew  your  attention  to  the  fact,  that  our  death-rate  from 
this  disease  was  higher  than  that  of  many  West  Riding  Boroughs 
I  emphasised  the  good  result  likely  to  accrue  from  your  crusade 
against  overcrowding,  dampness,  and  want  of  sun-light  in  our 
poorer  dwellings  of  the  town,  and  your  action  in  closing  a  large 
number  of  insanitary  cellar  dwellings.  I  also  recommedned  the 
demolition  of  several  dilapidated  houses  in  Westgate,  so  as  further 
to  admit  fresh  air  and  sun-light  into  that  crowded  district.  My 
object  in  repeating  these  facts,  is  to  again  impress  upon  the  public 
the  need  of  combating  this  complaint  on  the  same  lines  as  we 
would  fight  any  other  preventable  Zymotic  disease.  It  is  surely 
more  than  half  the  battle  to  strike  at  the  foundation  of  this  evil, 
and  the  removal  of  the  insanitary  conditions  referred  to, 
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combined  with  thorough  disinfection  of  tuberculous  sputum  and 
prohibition  of  the  use  of  milk  from  cows  with  tubercular  udders, 
constitute  the  principal  means  of  dealing  with  “  the  white  man’s 
plague.” 

To  see  if  fact  agreed  with  theory  I  have  carefully  analysied 
the  death-rate  from  Tubercular  diseases  in  the  N.  W.  and  W. 
Wards  for  several  years  and  find  that  the  average  rate  for  N.  W. 
was  T3  whereas  that  for  the  W.  Ward  was  2*8. 

Deaths  in  Public  Institutions  were  of  course  alloted  to 
their  respective  Wards. 

During  the  past  year  Phthisis  was  registered  as  the  cause 
of  62  deaths,  a  number  only  slightly  below  that  of  the  previous 
two  years.  A  comparison,  however,  with  the  rates  of  the  past  30 
years  encourages  us  to  maintain  and  increase  our  efforts  to  im¬ 
prove  the  environment  of  those  who  are  often  unable  to  help 
themselves.  The  figures  copied  from  last  year’s  report  show  as 
follows  : — 


The  death-rate  during 

the  five  years 

1881- 

-1885 

was  2  f4 

55  5  5 

?  ? 

1886- 

-1890 

„  2-1 

55  5  5 

5  > 

1891- 

-1895 

„  1-7 

55  5  5 

1896- 

—1900 

„  1-6 

55  >5 

V 

1901- 

—1905 

„  14 

5  5  55 

Year 

1906 

„  1-43 

5)  55 

V 

1907 

„  1-37 

The  disinfection  of  rooms  occupied  by  phthisical  patients 
is  willingly  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  staff  free  of  charge,  and  I 
am  anxious  to  see  this  preventive  measure  more  largely  made 
use  of.  The  influence  of  the  private  medical  attendants  in  re¬ 
commending  disinfection  would  be  especially  good,  and  their  co¬ 
operation  in  the  matter  would  be  appreciated. 

The  death-rate  from  forms  of  Tuberculosis  other  than 
Phthisis  was  ’64  compared  with  ’49  in  1906.  In  this  return  no 
account  is  taken  of  deaths  of  children  registered  as  Atrophy, 
Marasmus,  &c.,  but  doubtless  many  of  these  are  of  Tubercular 

origin. 


Cancer,  and  Malignant  Disease.— The  deaths  regist¬ 
ered  from  this  cause,  32  in  number,  are  slightly  below  the  figures 
for  the  previous  five  years.  The  distribution  in  the  different 
Wards  was  fairly  equal  and  do  not  call  for  special  comment. 

The  death-rate  corresponds  to  *71,  compared  with  *83,  *81, 
and  IT  in  the  previous  three  years. 


L.G.B.  Table  I.  KEIGHLEY  BOROUGH. 
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to  the  addresses  of  the  deceased. 


Table  III.  BOROUGH  OF  KEIGHLEY. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1907. 
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Notifiable  Diseases. 

Small  Pox 

Cholera 

Diphtheria 

Membranous  Croup  . . 

Erysipelas 

Scarlet  Fever  , . 

Typhus  Fever 

Enteric  Fever  . . 

Relapsing  Fever 
Continued  Fever 

Puerperal  Fever 

Plague  . . 

Totals . 

Notification  of  Infectious  Disease.— The  following 
table  shows  the  number  of  notifications  received  each  year  since 
the  Act  was  adopted  : — 
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28 
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25 
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281 
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79 

95 

38 
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Further  particulars  as  to  distribution  in  Wards,  age,  etc., 
will  be  found  in  Table  III.,  page  37 


Meteorology — Rainfall  : — The  following  observations 
were  taken  in  guages  of  5  inch,  diameter  at  The  Knowle,  385  ft., 
Th waites  Brow,  700  ft.,  Oldfield  Filter  Beds,  1,008  ft.,  and  Water 
Sheddles  Reservoir,  1,115  ft.,  respectively  above  sea  level. 

From  the  tables  given  it  will  be  seen  that  the  rainfall  did 
not  materially  differ  from  the  average  of  the  past  23  years. 

The  total  number  of  wet  days  in  1907  was  221. 
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The 

Ivy 

Water- 

Averages 

Knowle, 

Cottage, 

Filter-beds, 

sheddles 

for 

Keighley. 

Long  Lee. 

Oldfield. 

Keservoir. 

23  years. 

Jauuary  .. 

..  l*620in 

2*33in  .. 

3*87in  .. 

3*66 

February 

. . . .  2-49 

. .  2*350  . 

.  3*26  .. 

4*66  . . 

2  83 

March .... 

_  3-26 

. .  3*005  . 

.  4*10  .. 

4*84  . . 

2*80 

April  .... 

....  2-17 

. .  2*035  . 

.  2*41  . . 

3*49  . . 

2*24 

May . 

. . . .  3-44 

..  3*125  . 

.  3*79  . . 

4*19  .. 

2*34 

June  . . . . 

. ...  5-58 

. .  5*050  . 

.  7*25  . . 

8*25  . . 

2*51 

July . 

....  2-93 

. .  2‘470  . 

.  3*01  .. 

3*49  . . 

2*86 

August  . . 

....  2-91 

. .  2*600  . 

.  4*43  . . 

6*20  . . 

3*42 

September 

....  0-75 

..  0*760  . 

.  1*03  .. 

1*40  .. 

2*69 

October  . . 

. . . .  5*43 

. .  5*325  . 

.  4*84  . . 

5*34  .. 

4*45 

November 

_  2-43 

..  2*485  . 

.  2*93  .. 

3*08  . . 

3-23 

December 

. . . .  3*96 

..  3*465  . 

.  5*29  .. 

6*86  . . 

3*74 

Totals 

....  37*24 

34*290 

44*67 

55*57 

36*97 

Temperature. — The  year  1907  was  characterised  by  its 
generally  low  temperature  and  sunless  weather.  Only  on  three 
days  in  July  and  on  one  day  in  September  did  the  maximum 
temperature  exceed  70  degress  Fahrenheit,  the  natural  result 
being  a  remarkable  absence  of  Summer  Diarrhoea  among  young 
children. 


WILLIAM  SOATTERTY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


L.  G.  B.  Table  IV. 
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BOROUGH  OF  KEIGHLEY. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year,  1907. 


Deaths  in 

Whole  District  at 
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Causes  of  Death. 
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The  deathB  of  residents  occurring  beyond  the  limits  of  the  district  are  included  in  this 
from  the  total  deaths  although  entered  in  the  last  column  for  completeness. 
Deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  public  institutions  are  allotted  to  the  respective 
registrars,  and  in  addition  classified  under  “  Public  Institutions.” 


table,  and  deaths  of  non-residents  occurring  in  the  district  are  excluded 
localities  according  to  the  addresses  of  the  deceased  as  given  by  the 


L.  Q.  B.  Table  V.  42  BOROUGH  OF  KEIGHLEY. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1907. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 
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District  of  Keighley  Borough. 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1907, 

44990. 

Births 

in  the  year,  legitimate,  941  ; 

Deaths  in 

the  year  of  legitimate  infants,  103 

)> 

„  illegitimate,  45. 

JJ 

J 

illegitimate  infants,  12 

Death  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages,  619. 

. 


Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 

Regulations. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

VETERINARY  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE 

YEAR  ending  31st  DECEMBER,  1907. 

- - BSS - ~ 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Gentlemen, 

In  submitting  my  Annual  Report  as  to  the  examinations 
of  the  Cow  Sheds  and  Milking  Cattle  within  the  Borough  of 
Keighley  during  the  past  year,  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  say 
that  there  has  been  a  marked  improvement  in  the  methods  adopt¬ 
ed  both  in  the  handling  of  milk,  and  the  treatment  of  the  dairy 
stock  generally,  this  improvement  has  been  gradual,  but  con¬ 
tinuous  since  the  Committee  adopted  the  powers  conferred  upon 
them  by  the  Dairies,  Cow  Sheds,  and  Milkshops  Order  of  1885,  it 
is  however  necessary  for  me  to  emphatically  assert  that  there  are 
many  ways  in  which  improvement  is  still  required  in  both  these 


44 


directions,  and  I  think  there  exists  good  grounds  for  the  belief 
that  as  the  education  of  the  people  advances,  the  subjects  of 
Hygiene  and  Sanitary  Science  will  be  more  fully  understood  and 
appreciated  by  those  who  have  the  management  and  daily  treat¬ 
ment  of  dairy  stock. 

It  is  to  be  remembered  that  it  is  not  alone  from  disease 
amongst  the  Cattle  yielding  milk,  that  dangerous  contamination  of 
that  necessary  article  of  food  is  to  be  feared,  it  is  now  well  known 
that  milk  affords  a  very  favourable  and  frequent  vehicle  by  which 
the  infection  of  Typhoid,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  and  other 
infectious  diseases  are  transmitted,  and  it  is  therefore  essential 
that  exceedingly  great  care  should  be  exercised  by  all  connected 
with  the  handling  and  distribution  of  milk,  in  the  observance  of 
every  precaution  possible  to  ensure  its  purity,  and  freedom  from 
chance  of  contamination,  in  this  direction  regard  should  be 
strongly  made  of  the  recommendations  of  this  Committee,  as 
embodied  in  the  suggestions  which  have  been  printed  and  freely 
distributed  amongst  the  farmers,  milk  dealers,  and  all  others 
connected  with  the  handling  of  milk. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  effect  of  the  last  Report 
of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Tuberculosis  will  be,  that  at  an  early 
date  legislation  will  be  introduced  into  the  House  of  Commons  for 
the  purpose  of  dealing  with  the  question  of  the  milk  supply, 
especially  with  regard  to  the  question  of  Tuberculosis.  The  im¬ 
portance  of  this  legislative  step  cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasised 
when  the  statistics  derived  from  the  investigation  of  eighty  cases 
of  human  tuberculosis  by  that  Commission  are  studied,  these 
show  that  twenty-eight  possessed  clinical  histories  indicating  that 
in  them  the  bacillus  was  introduced  through  the  alimentary  canal, 
of  these,  thirteen  belong  to  Group  I.,  that  is  to  say,  they  contained 
the  Bovine  Bacillus.  They  contend  that  these  Nets  indicate  that 
a  large  proportion  of  Tuberculosis  contracted  by  ingestion  is  due 
to  bacilli  of  bovine  source,  and  recommend  the  adoption  of  more 
stringent  measures  to  prevent  the  sale  of  infected  milk.  The  ex¬ 
tent  of  this  danger  may  be  roughly  gauged  when  we  consider  that 
about  30  °/0  of  milk  cows  in  this  country  are  tuberculous  in  some 
degree,  though  only  a  smaller  per  cent,  have  tuberculosis  of  the 
udder.  No  adequate  power  at  present  exists  for  controlling  this 
disease,  it  is  not  even  scheduled  under  the  Contagious  Diseases 
(animals)  Act,  nor  yet  in  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops 
Order,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  strong  representation  upon  this 
point  should  be  made  by  all  local  authorities,  asking  that  Tuber- 
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culosis  be  scheduled  as  a  contagious  disease  under  the  above  Act 
and  Order,  requiring  notification  by  the  owner  of  a  diseased 
animal,  and  power  given  to  a  local  authority  to  remove  such  an 
affected  animal  from  a  registered  Cowshed,  and  to  secure  effective 
isolation  of  such  animal.  As  the  law  at  present  stands  all  that 
can  be  done  is  by  gentle  suasion,  and  it  is  somewhat  consoling  to 
be  able  to  report  that  during  the  past  year  I  have  had  on  four 
occasions  to  ask  for  the  removal  of  animals  affected  with  Tuber¬ 
culosis  from  out  of  Cowsheds  within  this  borough,  and  it  has 
been  unnecessary  for  me  to  bring  these  cases  before  the  Committee 
in  order  to  attain  that  end,  my  request  in  each  instance  being 
readily  complied  with  by  the  owner.  Gratifying  as  this  ready 
acquiescence  of  the  owners  may  be,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that 
such  ready  compliance  can  always  be  depended  upon,  and  it  is 
requisite  that  power  should  be  given  to  local  authorities  to  en¬ 
force  such  a  course  of  procedure  in  the  event  of  opposition  or 
obstruction. 


I  have  on  previous  occasions  made  reference  to  the  high 
class  of  milk  cows  generally  to  be  found  in  the  Cowsheds  of  this 
borough,  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  still  extend  this 
character  to  the  cattle  now  therein,  there  are  however,  a  few 
improvements  with  regard  to  the  Cowsheds,  and  the  treatment  of 
the  cattle  which  I  could  wish  were  more  generally  observed, 
amongst  which  are  the  following — I  should  like  to  see  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  a  separate  compartment  or  loose  box  attached  to  every 
Cowshed,  in  which  should  be  placed  any  cow  during  the  period  of 
parturition,  and  where  she  should  remain  until  quite  convalescent. 
This  place  could  also  be  utilised  for  the  isolation  of  any  other 
ailing  cow,  all  which  it  is  desirable  should  be  separated  from  the 
general  herd.  This  isolation  box  should  be  so  constructed  that  it 
could  be  readily  cleansed  and  disinfected  after  use. 


It  is  also  to  be  desired  that  more  regular  grooming  and 
brushing  of  the  coats  of  the  cattle  be  practised,  more  particularly 
in  regard  to  the  hind  quarters,  as  by  the  neglect  of  this  procedure 
much  of  the  contamination  of  the  milk  is  due. 


I  should  recommend  that  immediate  notification  of  any 
affection  of  the  udder  or  teats  of  milk  cows  be  made  to  me,  in 
order  that  early  attention  may  be  given  in  these  cases,  and  finally 
that  a  more  serious  consideration  and  regard  be  given  to  the 
printed  regulations  and  instructions,  particularly  with  respect  to 
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the  cleanliness  of  the  milker’s  hands,  and  the  wearing  of  clean 
overalls  during  the  milking  process. 


GEO.  W.  GARTER,  F.R.C.V.S., 

Veterinary  Inspector. 


Keighley, 

Dec.  31st,  1907. 


BOROUGH  OF  KEIGHLEY. 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report 

For  the  Year  ending  31st  December,  1907. 

- - 3350 - 


TO  THE  WORSHIPFUL  THE  MAYOR, 

AND  TO  THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Seventeenth 
Annual  Report,  which  shows,  as  far  as  possible  in  tabular  form, 
the  work  accomplished  or  taken  in  hand  by  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  during  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1907. 

Infectious  Disease  Notification  and  Prevention 

Acts. — The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  Infec¬ 
tious  Diseases  reported  during  the  year,  and  for  comparison,  the 
number  of  cases  reported  during  the  ten  preceding  years.  The 
population  for  each  year  is  also  given,  and  also  the  rate  of  illness 
from  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  per  1,000  of  population  for  each 
year. 


TABLE  I. 
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The  following  list  shews  the  number  of  houses  in  which 
cases  of  Infectious  Illness  occurred  during  the  past  year  : — 

TABLE  2. 


Name  of  Disease 

No.  of 
Cases 

No.  of  | 
Houses 

Scarlet  Fever 

79 

70 

Typhoid  Fever 

11 

8 

Diphtheria  and  Membraneous  Croup 

95 

88 

Puerpeal  Fever 

3 

2 

Erysipelas 

88 

35 

Totals 

226 

203 

The  following  list  shews  the  number  of  cases  of  Infectious 
Diseases  reported  in  each  Ward,  and  the  number  of  cases  sent 
from  each  Ward  of  the  Borough  into  the  Keighley  and  Bingley 
Joint  Hospital 

TABLE  3- 


Name  of  Disease 

No.  of  Cases 
Reported 

No.  of  Cases  re¬ 
moved  to  Hospital 

Wards 

Totals 

Wards 

Totals 
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2; 

NW 
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oi 
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£ 

£ 
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02 
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12 

19 
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9 

61 

Typhoid  Fever  . 
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11 
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4 

•  • 
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Erysipelas 

1 

6 

4 

11 
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38 

Puerperal  Fever  .  . 
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•  • 

•  • 

Totals 

11 

34 

64 
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33 

31 

226 

9 

24 

54 

24 

17 

18 

146 

50 


TABLE  4. 

List  of  Visits  by  District  Inspectors  re  Infectious  Cases. 


Cause  of  Visit. 

By  Assistant 
Inspector 
John  Foy  in 
the  Southern 
District. 

By  Assistant 
Inspector 

F.  Whitehead 
in  the  North¬ 
ern  District. 

Houses  visited  re  Infectious  cases  reported 

86 

104 

Visits  to  houses  re  ,,  ,, 

116 

205 

Houses  disinfected  re  ,,  ,, 

86 

115 

Rooms  disinfected  re  ,,  „ 

129 

212 

Table  3  shows  that  of  the  total  number  of  cases  of  in¬ 
fectious  disease  reported  for  which  hospital  provision  is  made  78*9 
per  cent,  were  removed  to  the  Joint  Hospital,  as  compared  with 
84 ’5  per  cent,  in  the  preceding  year. 

Disinfection  of  Infected  Premises  has  been  carried 
out  as  heretofore  by  the  use  of  either  Formalin  or  Paraformalde¬ 
hyde  tablets — 30  lbs.  of  such  tablets  and  7  gallons  of  liquid  40  per 
cent.  Formalin  were  used  for  this  purpose.  We  also  distributed, 
for  general  disinfection  purposes  in  infected  houses,  80  gallons  of 
Cyllin  Fluid;  this  quantity  being  sufficient  to  make  32,000  gallons 
of  efficient  germicide.  Disinfection  has  also,  in  several  instances, 
been  performed  where  deaths  have  occurred  from  either  con¬ 
sumption  or  cancer.  The  whole  of  the  public  and  private 
elementary  schools  were  also  disinfected  during  the  Christmas 
Holidays,  and  several  of  them  were  disinfected  at  other  times 
during  the  year  owing  to  the  prevelance  of  infectious  disease. 

Thirty  notifications  to  Librarians  re  library  books  found 
in  infected  houses,  and  139  notices  to  the  school  attendance 
authorities  re  exclusion  from  school  of  children  from  infected 
houses,  have  been  sent  out  during  the  year. 

Our  inspections  of  drains  and  sanitary  fittings  at  the  203 
houses  in  which  infectious  cases  occurred  revealed  defects  in  11 
instances  only,  or  in  5 '4  per  cent,  of  the  infected  houses. 

A  Street  and  Ward  List  of  infectious  cases  reported 
during  the  year  will  be  found  as  an  appendix  to  this  report. 
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NUISANCES. 


The  following  list  records  the  work  accomplished  under 
this  heading  during  the  year,  and  also  shows  for  comparison  the 
preceding  year’s  record  : — 


1907 

1906 

Nuisances  left  on  books  on  December  31st,  1906  . . 

501 

. .  523 

,,  reported  during  1907 

912 

..  826 

Total  number  of  Nuisances  dealt  with 

1413 

1349 

Number  of  Nuisances,  etc.,  disposed  of 

1080 

848 

Matters  remaining  on  register  or  in  course  of 
abatement 

333 

501 

1413 

1349 

The  following  lists  shew  the  varied  nature  of  the  matters 
dealt  with  : — 

Completed  Matters. 

Houses  and  other  buildings  at  which  defective  drains  have 

been  trapped  and  relaid  . .  . .  . .  . .  153 

Houses  without  proper  slopsinks  and  drains  connected  to 

main  sewers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  43 

Blocked  gulleys,  drains  and  cellar  window  areas  cleansed  . .  159 

Street  gully  drains  trapped,  cleansed  or  repaired  .  .  .  83 

Wastepipes  cleansed,  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  . .  . .  18 

Blocked  and  defective  water  closet  drains  cleansed  and 

repaired  ...  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  73 

Blocked  and  defective  waste  water  closet  drains  cleansed 

and  repaired. .  ..  ..  ..  ..  . .  . .  45 

Blocked  or  defective  trough  closet  drains  cleansed  or 

repaired  . .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  20 

Dilapidated  W.C.  basins,  cisterns,  seats  and  other  fittings 

repaired  or  renewed  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  52 

Houses  supplied  with  separate  water  closets  and  \ 

ashplaces  in  substitution  for  foul  and 
insufficient  midden  privies  . .  . .  5  I  23^ 

Houses  supplied  with  separate  water  closets  and 
ashplaces  in  substitution  for  insufficient 
pail  closet  and  ashpit  accommodation  .  .  226  , 

Houses  supplied  with  separate  asbplace  accommodation 
where  separate  W.C.  accommodation  had  been 

provided  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  39 

Pail  closets  converted  into  water  closets  by  owner’s  consent  6 
Midden  privies  converted  into  water  closets  . .  . .  . .  1 

Dilapidated  privies  and  ashplaces  repaired  . .  . .  . .  35 

Filthy  privies  cleansed  and  limewashed  . .  . .  . .  20 
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Filthy  yards  and  passages  cleansed 

Houses  under  ’notice  for  sanitary  improvements  closed  by 
owners 

Insanitary  Cellar  Dwellings  closed 

Factories  supplied  with  sufficient  W.C.  accommodation, 
separate  for  the  sexes  (21  W.Cs.)  I. 

Factories  with  ^insanitary  conveniences'!  (closets  and  W.Cs. 
repaired,  limewashed,  etc.) 

Laundry  supplied  with  W.C.  accommodation,  separate  for 
the  sexes  (2  W.Cs.) 

Bakehouse  W.C.  Fittings  repaired  and  made  sanitary 
Bakehousejrequired  to  iimewash 
Workshop  provided  with  proper  sanitary  convenience 
,,  W.C.  repaired  and  limewashed 

,,  required  to  Iimewash 

,,  overcrowded 

Dust  from  willowing  machines  at  factories 

Smoke  nuisances  from  factory  chimneys 

Dirty  houses — Tenants  required  to  cleanse  and  Iimewash  . . 

Insanitary  cowshed  disused 

Cowsheds  made  sanitary  (increased  air  space  and  ventilation) 
Overcrowding  in  dwelling-houses 
Nuisances  arising  from  damp  house  walls 
,,  ,,  subsoil  water  in  cellars 

,,  ,,  from  keeping  of  swine 

,,  ,,  uncovered  and  leaking  manure  places  and 

cesspools 

,,  ,,  from  blocked  sewer 

Miscellaneous  petty  nuisances  abated 


4 

4 
9 

5 

18 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

14 

6 
1 
2 
2 
2 
4 
2 

9 

1 

15 


Total  Nuisances  abated  1080 


Uncompleted  Matters  in  hand. 

Houses  with  insufficient  or  improper  sanitary  conveniences  175 
,,  ,,  insufficient  or  defective  drains,  waste  pipes,  etc.  113 

,,  ,,  improper  water  supply  (tap  in  yard)  . .  .  .  10 

Factories  and  Workshops  without^ sufficient  or  separate  W.C. 

accommodation  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  10 

Cowsheds  with  unsatisfactory  paving  and  drainage  .  .  .  .  6 

Cellar  dwellings  to  be  closed  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  2 

Insanitary  houses  under  notice  to  be  rendered  fit  for  habita¬ 
tion,  or  to  be  closed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Miscellaneous  small  matters  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  11 


Total  1413 

The  153  house  drains  trapped  and  put  into  good  order,  plus  the  43 
houses  provided  with  slopsinks  and  drains,  are  situate  as 
follows: — In  the- Central  Ward,  42  ;  East  Ward,  50  ;  North- 
East  Ward,  21 ;  North-West  Ward,  40;  West  Ward,  27  ;  and 
in  the  South  Ward,  16. 

The  113  houses  with  insufficient  or  defective  drainage  remaining 
upon  the  Register  as  uncompleted  matters  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  are  located  in  the  Wards  as  follows  :  —Central,  43  ; 
East,  26;  North-East,  10;  North-West,  10;  West,  18; 
South,  6. 


The  231  houses  Supplied  with  separate  water  closet  and  ashplace 
accommodation  are  situate  as  follows  : — Adelaide  Street,  5  ; 
North  Adelaide  Street,  4  ;  North  Brunswick  Street,  1  ;  Lawk- 
holme  Lane,  2  ;  Wellington  Street,  12;  Longcroft,  2  ;  Temple 
Row,  10  :  Temple  Street,  16  ;  Hope  Street  and  Hope  Place  4  ; 
Long  Lee,  3  ;  Leylands  Lane,  1  ;  Alpha  Street,  4  ;  Moses 
Street,  7  ;  Aaron  Street,  3  ;  Utley,  10  ;  Thomas  Street,  4  ; 
Westgate,  5  ;  Burlington  Street,  7 ;  Leeds  Street,  26 ;  West 
Lane,  13  ;  Turkey  Street,  7  ;  West  Turkey  Street,  3  ;  West 
Leeds  Street,  3  ;  Fell  Lane,  8  ;  Colne  Street,  15  ;  Croft  Street, 

11 ;  Albion  Terrace,  9 ;  Plill  Street,  7  ;  Starkie  Street,  2  ; 
Aireworth  Street,  6  ;  Oakwortk  Road,  3  ;  Blenheim  Street,  5  ; 
Laburnum  Street,  4;  Catherine  Street,  3;  Woodhouse  Road,  6. 
Their  distribution  in  the  Wards  are  as  follows  :  --Central  56  ; 
East,  18  ;  North-West,  14  ;  West,  72  ;  and  in  the  South,  71. 

The  9  Insanitary  cellar  dwellings  closed  are  situate  as  follows  : — 
Wellington  Street,  2  ;  Parker  Street  and  Parker  Square,  5  ; 
Smitherd  Street,  2.  The  following  2  Insanitary  cellar  dwell¬ 
ings  are  under  notice  to  close,  and  remain  upon  the  Register 
of  matters  in  hand  at  the  close  of  the  year : — Baptist 
Square,  2. 

The  175  houses  remaining  on  the  Register  to  be  dealt  with  for 
insufficient  or  improper  closet  and  ashplace  accommodation 
are  situate  in  the  following  Wards  Central,  20 ;  East  13  ; 
North-East,  61 ;  North-West  1 ;  West,  52  ;  South,  28. 

The  231  new  water  closets  provided — plus  7  substituted  for  pail 
or  midden  privies,  and  21  provided  in  Factories  and  Work 
shops,  total  259— are  all  fitted  with  rim-flushed,  wash-down 
pedestal  W.C.  basins  and  with  proper  flushing  apparatus. 

The  following  works  included  in  the  foregoing  list  were 
executed  by  our  own  staff  of  workmen  : — 

Houses  and  other  buildings  at  which  defective  drains  have 

been  trapped  and  relaid  . .  .  ,  . .  . .  60 

Pail  closets  converted  into  water  closets  . ,  . .  . .  2 

Water  closets,  waste  water  closets,  and  latrine  closet  drains 

opened  and  cleansed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  73 

Blocked  drains,  gullies,  etc.,  opened  and  cleansed  ..  ..  41 

Delapidated  ashplaces  and  privies  repaired  . .  .  .  . .  11 

Miscellaneous  nuisances  abated. .  ..  ..  ..  ..  12 

199 

The  cost  of  drainage  and  other  works  executed  by  our  own  staff 
of  workmen,  was  £360  4s.  5d. 

511  Notices  were  served,  requiring  the  abatement  of  Nuisances,  and 
for  the  provision  of  sufficient  w.c.  and  ashplace  accommodation, 
etc.  Legal  proceedings  for  failure  to  comply  with  notices 
served  requiring  the  provision  of  sufficient  w.c.  and  ashplace 
accommodation  to  6  houses  were  instituted  in  December  ;  this 
case  stands  adjourned  for  two  months,  the  defendant  having 
undertaken  in  the  meantime  to  execute  the  required  works. 


54 


SMOKE  OBSERVATIONS. 


The  following  list  shews  the  number  of  observations  taken, 
the  names  of  the  firms  whose  chimneys  have  been  under  obser¬ 
vation,  and  the  maximum  and  average  number  of  minutes  of  black 
smoke  emitted  per  hour  by  each  chimney  whilst  under  observation  : 


Name 

Address 

No.  of  observations  taken  B 

each  for  a  period  of 

60  minutes 

No.  of 
dense 
emitted 

Maxi¬ 

mum 

minutes  1 
smoke  | 
per  hour! 

Aver¬ 

age 

1 

Anderton  Bros.  . . 

Hard  Ings  Lane 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

Bairstow,  W.  &  J. 

Mantra  Mills,  South 

Street 

8 

3  > 

1  3 

3 

Baldwin,  James  . . 

Parkwood  Street 

Brass  Works 

8 

J  > 

5  J 

4 

Baths  and  Wash-houses 

Albert  Street 

8 

J  J 

3  > 

5 

Baxendali  &  Dixon 

Ingrow  Corn  Mills  . 

8 

J  i 

5  3 

6 

Beadman,  J.  B.  &  Co.  ... 

Railway  Wagon  Wks. 

8 

’5 

5  3 

7 

Blakey,  John 

Low  Bdg.  Corn  Mill 

8 

3  3 

3  3 

8 

Bottomley,  J.  &  Sons 

Adelaide  Street 

8 

>  3 

>  3 

9 

do.  do. 

Park  Street  . . 

8 

>  ) 

3  1 

10 

Brigg,  John  &  Co. 

Calversyke  Mill 

8 

53 

>  5 

11 

Briggs,  J.  &  F.  .  . 

Parkwood  Brick  Wks. 

8 

J  3 

3  3 

12 

Brooksbank,  E.  &  Co.  .  . 

Station  Oil  Works, 

Thwaites . . 

8 

’9 

3  3 

13 

Brooksbank,  R.  . . 

Beck  Street  . . 

8 

>  3 

3  ) 

14 

Butterfield,  David 

Central  Iron  Works 

8 

4 

'75 

15 

Cattle,  W.  W.  . . 

Eastwood  Brewery.. 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

16 

Clapham  Bros.  .  . 

Wellington  Foundry 

8 

3  5 

3  » 

17 

do.  do. 

Market  Street 

8 

3 

•50 

18 

do.  do. 

Lawkholme  Lane  . . 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

19 

Clegg  &  Howgate 

do. 

8 

?3 

3  1 

20 

Clough,  Robert  .  . 

New  Grove  Mills  . . 

8 

2 

'37 

21 

do.  .  . 

Old  Grove  Mills 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

22 

Clough,  Robert  .  . 

Botany  Mills 

8 

3 3 

3  ) 

23 

Cooke,  Jesse 

Greengate 

8 

3  3 

3  3 

24 

Dalton  Mills  Co. . . 

Dalton  Lane... 

8 

3  3 

3  3 

25 

Darling  &  Sellers 

Airedale  Tool  Works 

8 

5  3 

J  3 

26 

Dawson,  Bentley  &  Co. 

Paragon  Iron  Works 

8 

3  3 

33 

27 

Dean,  Smith  &  Grace  . . 

Worth  Valley  Tool 

Works 

8 

1 

•12 

28 

Dickinson,  J.  &  Co. 

Pitt  Street  . . 

8 

3 

•27 

29 

Dixon,  John 

East  Parade  . . 

8 

104 

1-97 
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Name 

Address 

No  of  observations  taken 

each  for  a  period  of 

60  minutes 

No.  of 
dense 
emitted 

Maxi¬ 

mum 

minutes 
smoke 
per  hour 

Aver¬ 

age 

30 

Earnshaw,  M. 

Russell  St.  Laundry 

10 

44 

100 

31 

Farrar,  Thomas  . . 

Borough  Brass  Wks. 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

32 

Firth,  I.  &  Co. 

Beech  Mills  . . 

8 

1 

•12 

33 

Fleece  Mills  Co.  . . 

Fleece  Street 

8 

H 

•19 

34 

Foulds,  I.  &  Son.  . 

Parkwood  Street 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

35 

Great  Northern  Ry.  Co. 

Low  Mills 

8 

3 

•87 

36 

Greenhow  &  Murgatroyd 

Townfield  Works  . . 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

37 

Greenwood,  A. 

Russell  St.  Tannery 

8 

54 

•68 

38 

Haggas,  J.  &  Co. . . 

Ingrow  Lane 

8 

1 

•12 

39 

Haggas,  Shelah  . . 

Sun  St.,  Greengate.. 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

40 

Hall  &  Stell 

Park  Works  Dalton 

Lane 

8 

24 

•31 

41 

Hanson,  Chas.  &  Co. 

Cabbage  Mill 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

42 

Hatterslev,  Geo.  &  Son  . . 

North  Brook  Works 

8 

44 

•68 

43 

do.  do. 

Heber  Street 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

44 

Hird,  T.  &  Sons  . . 

Acres  Mills  . . 

8 

9  9 

45 

Holmes  &  Pearson 

Starkie  Street 

8 

4 

•81  i 

46 

Hoyle  &  Colburn... 

Market  Street 

8 

24 

•44 

47 

Hugill  Bros. 

Dalton  Lane 

8 

6 

1-00 

48 

Ickringill,  I.  &  Co. 

Eastwood  Mill 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

49 

do.  do. 

Walk  Mills  . . 

8 

5  9 

50 

Ingrow  Council  School  . . 

Ingrow 

8 

>9 

)  9 

51 

Keighley  Ironworks  Socy. 

Goulbourne  Street  . . 

8 

2 

'31 

52 

Keighley  Corporation 

Electricity  Works  . . 

8 

4 

•62 

53 

Keighley  Guardians 

Workhouse,  Oak- 

worth  Road 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

54 

Keighley,  S.  &  Co. 

East  Parade 

8 

3 

1  -31 

55 

King,  Aaron  &  Co. 

Cooke  Lane  . . 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

56 

Laycock,  E.  &  Co. 

Aireworth  Mill 

8 

9  9 

57 

Laycock,  Wm.  &  Sons  . . 

Temple  Row  Tallow 

Factory  .  . 

8 

9  9 

9  9 

58 

Lund,  Wm.  &  Sons 

North  Beck  Mills  . . 

8 

4 

•81 

59 

Magma  Co. 

Brewery  Street 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

60 

Marriner,  Son  &  Naylor. . 

Greengate  . . 

8 

3 

“50 

61 

do.  do. 

Hope  Mill  . . 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

62 

Marriner,  E.  &  Co. 

Greengate 

8 

>  9 

9  1 

63 

Mitchell,  D.  &  Co. 

Parson  Street 

8 

64 

Mitchell,  J.  &  Co. 

Stockbridge  .  . 

8 

5  > 

}  ) 

65 

Mawson,  M. 

Castle  Mill  . . 

8 

66 

Miley’s  Machine  Tool  Co. 

Dalton  Lane 

8 

>9 

67 

Mountain,  W.  &  Sons  . . 

Alice  Street.  . . 

8 

9  9 

68 

Murton  &  Yarley. . 

Anchor  Works 

8 

9  9 

9  > 

69 

do.  . .  . .  .. 

Victoria  Works 

8 

9  9 

70 

Normington  Bros. 

Marley  Street 

8 

f  9 

>  » 

56 


a 

<D 

A3 

cS  s— < 

-+=»  o 

No.  of  minutes 

g* 

dense  smoke 

n  .Z.  & 

EH  v 

emitted  per  hour 

Name 

Address 

>  ^  a 
®  u  S 

•®<hO 

O  CO 

*1 

Maxi- 

Aver- 

6  ^ 

mum 

age 

71 

Pilgrim  &  Farmer 

East  Parade. . 

8 

24 

1*37 

72 

Rishworth  Bros. . . 

Corn  Mill,  Becks  Rd. 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

73 

Rustless  Iron  Co. 

#  # 

Dalton  Lane 

8 

5  > 

74 

Sellers,  Wrn.  &  Sons 

... 

Lawkholme  Lane 

8 

75 

Scaife,  Samuel  . . 

South  Street 

8 

5  5 

76 

Silverwood,  Thomas 

,  , 

Drury  Niche 

8 

)  J 

77 

Smith,  John,  (Kly.)  Ltd. 

Alice  Street.. 

8 

)  5 

}  ) 

78 

do.  do. 

•  , 

Bradford  Road 

8 

5  1 

79 

Smith,  H.  &  Son 

#  , 

King  St.  Tube  Works 

8 

2  , 

•25 

80 

Smith  &  Paget 

#  , 

Parker  Street 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

81 

Smith,  Swire  &  Bro. 

,  , 

Springfield  Mills 

8 

1 

•12 

82 

Smith,  Prince  &  Son 

Burlington  Shed 

8 

1 

•50 

83 

do.  do. 

,  , 

Timber  Yard,  Lawk- 

holme 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

84 

Smith,  John 

Green  Street 

8 

> ) 

85 

Schneider,  Geo.  . . 

•  • 

Church  Street 

8 

86 

Spencer,  John 

•  • 

Pitt  Street  . . 

8 

n 

» 5 

87 

Stel!,  J.  &  Sons  . . 

Holme  Mill  . . 

8 

88 

Summerscales,  W.  &  Sons 

Coney  Lane  . . 

8 

2 

•25 

89 

do.  do. 

Roy d  W  orks . . 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

90 

Stell,  Thomas 

,  , 

Starkie  Street 

8 

91 

Summerscales’,  W.  & 

S. 

Sons  . . 

.  , 

Parkside 

8 

92 

Taylor,  Timothy  &  Co. 

•  . 

Knowle  Spring  Brwy. 

8 

1 

•12 

93 

Thompson,  S.  and  S. 
Mitchell 

1 

) 

Hanover  Street 

8 

2 

•62 

94 

Tomlinson,  Robert 

Russell  Street 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

95 

Thorpe,  Johnson  &  Co. 

Goulbourne  Street 

8 

)  * 

> 

96 

Victoria  Hospital 

ITighfield  Lane 

8 

8 

1-00 

97 

Ward,  Haggas  &  Smith 

Parson  Street 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

98 

Weatherhead,  D.  &  F. 

Cooke  Lane  . . 

8 

5  5 

99 

Wells,  Jonas 

Greengate  , . 

8 

11 

2-71 

100 

Whalley,  Geo.  &  Co. 

Eagle  Works 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

101 

Waterhouse,  Fred 

Mortar  Mill,  West  Ln. 

8 

i 1 

j  * 

102 

Wilson,  Thomas.. 

Low  Bridge  . . 

8 

?  ) 

103 

Wilkinson,  Geo.  &  Co. 

Bradford  Road 

8 

5  J 

104 

Wright  Bros. 

Prospect  Mill 

8 

>  > 

?  > 

105 

do. 

Ingrams  Mill 

8 

*  ) 

J  ) 

106 

do. 

Damems 

8 

)  J 

107 

Whitehead,  Tom . . 

Westgate 

8 

5) 

M 

108 

Whitehead,  James  &  Sons 

Westgate 

8 

)  ? 

)  > 

109 

Keighley  and  District 

>  > 

•a 

Laundry 

•  • 

U  tley .  . 

•  • 

4 

15 

6-25 

57 


Arising  upon  my  reports  presented  to  your  Committee 
from  time  to  time,  formal  notice  to  abate  nuisances  arising  from 
the  emission  of  black  smoke  from  chimneys  in  connection  with 
factories  and  other  works  within  the  Borough  have  been  served 
upon  12  firms,  and  two  of  them  having  again  offended  six  months 
or  more  after  service  of  the  first  notice  were  re-noticed. 


FACTORY  AMD  WORKSHOPS  ACTS. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  my  Register  of  Workshops 
within  the  Borough.  The  whole  of  the  Workshops  in  this  list 
have  been  measured  up  and  cards  stating  the  number  of  persons 
who  may  legally  be  employed  therein  have  been  posted  in  each 
room,  and  due  attention  has  throughout  the  year  been  paid  to 
cleanliness,  ventilation,  sanitary  conveniences  and  drainage. 


Trade  or  Business. 

No,  of 

No.  of 
Persons 

No.  of  persons 
who  may  legally 
be  employed. 

Rooms. 

employ- 

Ordin¬ 

ary. 

Over¬ 

time. 

Description. 

No. 

ed. 

Tailors 

Drapers,  Dress  and 
Mantle  Makers,  Cos- 

28 

41 

166 

409 

245 

umiers,  and  Milliners 
Hosiers  and  Shirt- 

41 

50 

208 

373 

222 

makers 

Shoemakers,  Cloggers, 

8 

3 

12 

39 

22 

and  Saddlers 

41 

44 

98 

304 

178 

Tinners  and  Plumbers 

7 

7 

21 

110 

70 

Jewellers,  &c.  . . 

8 

9 

13 

54 

31 

Tripe  Dressers,  &c. 

3 

3 

8 

61 

37 

Cycle  Repairers,  &c.  .  . 

4 

4 

10 

77 

51 

Skep  Makers  . . 

1 

1 

1 

10 

6 

Blacksmiths,  &c. 

1 

1 

2 

9 

6 

Pork  Butchers. . 

Bakers  and  Confection- 

3 

3 

5 

15 

9 

ers  (Underground)  . . 
Do.  Other  than  Under- 

15 

18 

24 

98 

58 

ground 

Upholsterers  and  Cab- 

30 

32 

62 

265 

165 

inet  makers  . . 

4 

4 

9 

43 

26 

Laundry  (no  power)  . . 

1 

1 

3 

18 

11 

. 

190 

221 

642 

1885 

1137 

58 


In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  43  Domestic  Workshops 
have  been  inspected  and  entered  upon  the  Register,  viz  : — 
19  Bakers  and  Confectioners,  16  Milliners,  Dress  Makers,  &c., 
4  Pork  Butchers,  1  Potted  Meat  Maker,  1  Laundress,  1  Shirt- 
maker  and  1  Umbrella  Maker. 


List  Of  Outworkers. — Only  one  list  has  been  received, 
viz : — that  of  a  Boot  and  Shoe  Salesman  who  gives  out  his 
repairs. 


Part  3  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act  1890 
being  in  force  within  the  Borough,  the  Corporation  are  respons¬ 
ible  for  securing  the  provision  of  suitable  and  sufficient  sanitary 
conveniences  in  Factories  and  Workshops. 


The  following  improvements  were  carried  out  during  the 
year  : — 

Factories. 

Factories  supplied  with  sufficient  W.  C.  accommodation 


separate  for  the  sexes  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  5 

Do  with  insanitary  closets  (closets  cleansed,  re¬ 
paired  and  made  sanitary)  . .  . .  . .  .  .  13 

Do  with  defective  drainage  . .  . .  . .  .  .  2 

Dust  from  Willowing  Machines  in  Factories  ...  .  .  ...  2 

Factories  .  .  22 


Laundries. 

Provided  with  sufficient  and  separate  W.C.  accommodation 

for  the  sexes  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  1 

Defective  Laundry  drains  reconstructed  ,  .  . .  . .  1 

Laundries  . .  2 

Bakehouses. 

Bequired  to  limewash  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  1 

Blocked  and  defective  drains  at  Bakehouses  cleansed  or 

relaid  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Dilapidated  W.C.  fittings  repaired  .  ,  .  .  . .  .  .  1 

Bakehouses  . .  6 


Workshops. 


Workshop  supplied  with  proper  sanitary  convenience 
Do  W.C.  repaired  and  cleansed. . 

Do  overcrowded  workroom 
Do  required  to  limewash  and  cleanse  ... 

Workshops 


1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

34 


The  following  insanitary  conditions  at  Factories  and  Work¬ 
shops  were  in  hand  at  the  close  of  the  year  : — 

Insufficient  or  improper  Factory  W.C.  accommodation  . .  10 


Notices  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories 
during8  1907  ; — 


lie  foul  or  insufficient  sanitary  conveniences  at  Factories 
and  Workshops.. 

Ee  overcrowded  Workrooms 
lie  limewashing  of  Workshops 

Notices  of  occupation  of  Workshops  .. 


14 

1 

2 

—17 


27 


Notices  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : — 


Ee  limewashing  of  Factories  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  1 

Ee  overtime  in  Bakehouse  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

2 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 


The  offensive  trades  conducted  are  the  same  in  number  as 
last  year  viz  : — 4  Tanners  and  Leathers  Dressers  ;  1  Leather 

Dresser;  1  Tallow  Melter;  3  Tripe  Boilers  ;  and  1  Gut  Scraper;  and 
these  businesses  with  one  exception,  have  not  been  the  cause  of  any 
complaint  of  nuisance  during  the  year.  Effluvium  from  the  tallow 
factory  has  been  complained  of  for  years  past,  and  although  since 
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the  installation  of  the  condensing  apparatus  mentioned  in  my  last 
report,  this  nuisance  has  been  considerably  minimised,  it  has 
proved  to  be  still  liable  to  recur  during  the  summer  months 
especially.  This  nuisance  has,  however,  never  at  anytime  this 
year  been  so  pronounced  as  before,  and  during  the  past  three  or 
four  months  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  it  has  not  been  noticeable. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

The  Common  Lodging-houses  are  the  same  in  number  as 
last  year  and  are  as  follows  : — 


Regis¬ 
tered 
No.  of 
House 

Name  and  Address. 

Regis¬ 

tered 

Accom¬ 

modation 

Persons 

4 

Messrs.  Wignall  &  Anderton,  New  Model,  Burlington 
Street  . . 

189 

6 

Mr.  Henry  Humble,  Upper  Green 

20 

7 

Mrs.  M.  Bartlett,  Baptist  Square 

37 

8 

Mr.  William  Oliver,  Allison  Square,  Chapel  Lane  . . 

54 

11 

Mrs.  F.  Green,  Boro’  Model,  Leeds  Street  .  . 

87 

Total : — 5  Houses  with  registered  accommodation  for  387  persons. 


I  have  again  no  complaint  to  make  regarding  the  man¬ 
agement  of  any  of  these  houses,  all  of  which  have  been  maintain- 
tained  under  strict  systematic  inspection  throughout  the  year, 
and  no  breach  of  any  of  your  Kegulations  has  been  observed,  but 
as  I  stated  in  my  last  report  the  houses  numbered  6  and  7  in  the 
above  list  are  structually  so  defective  and  dilapidated  as  to  be 
unsuitable  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  are  used. 

There  has  been  no  temptation  to  overcrowd  any  of  these 
houses  as  the  accommodation  has  been  much  in  excess  of  the 
demand  for  several  years  past. 
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HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS. 


I  have  some  little  satisfaction  in  being  able  to  report  that 
only  11  houses  or  13  rooms  are  Registered  under  the  provisions 
of  your  Bye-laws  as  to  “  Houses-let-in-lodgings  or  occupied  by 
members  of  more  than  one  family.”  These  houses,  better  known 
as  “Furnished  Apartments,”  like  the  Common  Lodging-houses  to 
which  they  are  akin,  are  kept  under  regular  and  systematic  in¬ 
spection.  They  are  all  single  room  tenements  which,  unfurnished, 
would  not  let  at  more  than  1/6  per  week,  but  being  furnished 
with  not  more  than  10/-  worth  of  so  called  furniture  and 
crockery,  they  are  let  mostly  to  pedlars  and  others  of  the  tramp¬ 
ing  fraternity  at  the  extortionate  rental  of  3/6  per  week.  A 
common  lodging  house  cannot  be  registered  until  it  has  been 
inspected  and  approved  by  your  officers  as  fit  for  the  purpose  for 
which  it  is  intended  to  be  used,  but  you  have  no  power  to  refuse 
registration  of  the  class  of  house  here  referred  to,  however 
unsuitable  it  may  be  considered  to  be,  and  your  Bye-laws  relat¬ 
ing  to  these  houses  give  you  no  power  to  regulate  the  quantity 
or  quality  of  the  furniture  provided.  The  mattresses,  bedding, 
and  bed-clothing  are  usually  of  the  most  scanty  and  worn 
out  description.  In  a  Common  Lodging  House  towels  are 
necessary  and  must  be  renewed  as  often  as  may  be  required, 
pillow-cases  and  sheets  must  be  cleansed  at  least  once  per  week, 
and  blankets,  rugs,  and  covers  generally  used  in  such  houses  must 
be  thoroughly  cleansed  at  four  stated  periods  in  every  year,  but 
in  Furnished  Apartments  none  of  these  things  are  recognised  as 
being  necessary. 

The  unsatisfactory  state  of  the  law  with  respect  to  this 
class  of  tenement  was  considered  at  a  conference  of  North  of 
England  Authorities  held  in  Bradford  in  July  last,  at  which 
Keighley  was  represented  by  the  Town  Clerk,  when  a  resolution 
was  passed  “  urging  the  Government  to  amend  the  existing  law 
so  as  to  confer  upon  Local  Authorities  as  regards  houses  let-in¬ 
lodgings  similar  powers  to  those  at  present  possessed  by  them 
with  respect  to  Common  Lodging  Houses,  as  to  regulations, 
inspections,  cleanliness,  sanitary  accommodation,  and  number  of 
occupants,”  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  conference  has  not  been 
held  in  vain. 
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YAN  DWELLINGS. 


We  have  as  in  previous  years  paid  attention  to  the  Yan 
dwellings  of  persons  attending  the  Spring  and  Autumn  fairs  with 
a  view  to  securing  observance  of  your  Bye-laws  relating  to  the 
provision  of  satisfactory  sanitary  conveniences,  water  supply, 
etc.,  and  as  a  precaution  against  the  introduction  of  Infectious 
Disease.  In  these  instances  satisfactory  sanitary  arrangements 
were  made,  and  a  clean  bill  of  health  was  shewn.  Early  in  the 
year  several  Gipsy  families  encamped  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Stockbridge  and  caused  nuisance  and  annoyance  to  the  adjacent 
residents  for  two  or  three  days  but  our  efforts  to  enforce  your 
Bye-laws  coupled  with  a  visit  or  two  by  the  Police  sufficed  to 
move  them  out  of  the  district. 


DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

Fifty-three  persons  are  Registered  as  Purveyors  of  milk 
within  the  Borough,  eight  of  whom  reside  beyond  our  boundary. 
Very  few  of  our  milk  dealers  sell  at  their  homes,  the  milk  being 
in  almost  every  instance  taken  direct  from  the  farm  to  the 
customer’s  door. 

We  have  no  registered  Milk-shops. 

We  have  63  dairy  farms,  with  an  aggregate  of  109  Cow¬ 
sheds,  registered  for  the  accommodation  of  a  total  of  704  cows. 
The  average  number  of  milch  cows  kept  in  such  sheds  is  620. 

At  two  farmsteads,  alterations  necessary  to  bring  the 
cowsheds  up  to  the  standard  of  our  Regulations  with  respect  to 
air-space,  lighting  and  ventilation  have  been  made.  In  two  other 
instances  where  the  airspace,  owing  to  an  increased  number  of 
cows  being  kept,  is  slightly  below  the  standard  (600  cubit  feet  per 
cow),  the  necessary  alterations  are  being  delayed  until  the  cows 
are  turned  out  in  the  Spring  and  in  six  cowsheds  where  the 
paving  and  drainage  is  not  altogether  satisfactory  the  work  is 
being  delayed  for  the  same  reason. 

Further  use  of  one  insanitary  cowshed,  under  notice  for 
improvements,  has  been  discontinued. 

In  addition  to  the  above  there  are  within  the  Borough  22 
Farmsteads  upon  which  no  milch  cows  were  kept  during  the  year, 
or  where  what  little  milk  is  produced  is  not  sold. 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES  AND  FOOD 

INSPECTION. 


In  addition  to  the  Westgate  Abattoir  which  was  purchased 
by  the  Corporation  for  street  improvement  purposes  about  four 
years  ago,  there  are  13  private  slaughterhouses  within  the 
Borough,  four  of  which  are  subject  to  an  annual  licence.  As  in 
previous  years  a  systematic  irregular  inspection  of  the  whole  of 
these  slaughter-houses  has  been  maintained  week  by  week  and  a 
vigilant  watch  has  been  kept  over  shops  and  stalls  where  meat, 
fish,  fruit,  and  other  articles  of  food  are  exposed  for  sale,  and 
meat  coming  in  from  outside  districts,  and  imported  meat  has  not 
escaped  attention. 


Under  the  provisions  of  your  Slaughter-house  Pvegulations, 
contained  in  the  Schedule  to  the  Keighley  Improvement  Act  of 
1869,  whereby  occupiers  of  slaughter  houses  are  required  to  forth¬ 
with  give  information  in  case  of  any  diseased  or  unsound  cattle 
being  brought  to  their  slaughter-house,  I  received  from  butchers 
103  notices  of  diseased  or  unsound  conditions  in  cattle,  sheep,  and 
swine  slaughtered  by  them,  and  54  other  cases  came  to  my  notice 
or  were  reported  by  my  two  assistants  when  visiting  slaughter¬ 
houses  whilst  slaughtering  was  in  progress.  In  11  of  these  in¬ 
stances  I  took  the  opinion  of  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
in  27  cases  I  took  the  opinion  of  your  consulting  Veterinary 
Surgeon. 

As  a  result  of  these  inspections  it  has  been  my  duty  to 
request  and  to  receive  133  surrenders  of  diseased  or  unsound 
Beef,  pork,  mutton,  liver,  tripe  and  other  offals,  and  I  also  regret 
to  have  to  record  two  legal  seizures  of  meat,  followed  by  Magis¬ 
trate’s  orders  for  destruction,  and  in  one  instance  by  legal  proceed¬ 
ings  for  the  recovery  of  penalties.  In  the  last  mentioned  instance 
the  J ustices  inflicted  a  penalty  of  £5  and  costs.  In  the  other 
instance  referred  to,  your  Committee  decided  to  accept  the  ex¬ 
planations  and  apologies  offered  by  the  butcher  and  did  not 
proceed  for  penalties. 
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The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  diseased  meat  surren¬ 
dered  or  seized,  and  destroyed  : — 


Tuberculous  Meat. 

lbs. 

9  Carcases  of  Beef  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5082 

Beef  not  in  carcase  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  330 

32  carcases  of  Pork  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  5243 

Pork  not  in  carcase  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  35 

Livers,  lungs,  tripe,  and  other  offal  . .  . .  .  .  . .  2538 

Other  diseased  and  unsound  Meat. 

Pork  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  112 

Mutton  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  56 

Liver,  lungs,  and  other  offals. .  ..  ..  ..  ..  160 


Total  Weight :  6  Tons,  1  cwt,  0  qrs,  4  lbs. 

It  wrill  be  seen  that  the  past  year  has  been  an  unfortunate 
one  for  several  of  our  butchers,  and  anything  but  a  pleasant  time 
for  your  officers  whose  duty  it  has  been  to  condemn  so  much  meat. 
Usually  our  decisions  are  not  challenged,  but  in  one  instance  last 
August  a  butcher  whose  carcase  of  beef  had  been  condemned  by 
your  Veterinary  Surgeon  and  I,  took  steps  to  resist  our  decision 
and  for  that  purpose  called  to  his  aid  Veterinary  Surgeons  and 
others  from  neighbouring  towns.  Upon  becoming  aware  that  our 
decision  in  this  case  was  questioned,  I  reported  the  matter  to  the 
Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee,  and  having  the  same  week  to 
give  an  adverse  decision  upon  another  carcase  of  beef  in  the  absence 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  your  Veterinary  Surgeon, 
both  of  whom  were  at  the  time  on  their  holidays,  the  Chairman  in¬ 
structed  me  to  request  Mr.  Dixon,  M.R.O.V.S.,  the  Veterinary 
Inspector  of  meat  for  the  City  of  Leeds  to  come  over  and  give 
me  his  opinion  on  the  last  mentioned  carcase,  and  also  to  give  his 
opinion  upon  the  carcase  before  referred  to,  and  others  adjudicated 
upon  during  the  same  week,  and  upon  our  methods  and  standard 
of  inspection  generally.  All  the  carcases  in  question  with  the 
exception  of  the  last  mentioned  one  had  been  surrendered  when 
the  Leeds  Veterinary  Inspector  arrived,  and  the  following  is  a 
copy  of  Mr.  Dixon's  report  after  his  inspection  : — 

41,  Park  Square, 
Leeds. 

Aug.  24th,  1907. 

Dear  Sir, 

At  your  request  I  examined  yesterday  a  quantity  of 
beef  and  offal  which  you  had  previously  inspected  and  condemned. 
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I  am  of  the  opinion  that  your  standard  of  meat  in¬ 
spection  is  quite  reasonable  and  should  be  strictly  maintained. 

In  view  of  the  statements  contained  in  the  recent  report 
of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Tuberculosis  there  is  no  doubt  that 
it  would  be  highly  improper  for  meat  inspectors  to  relax  their 
efforts  in  the  slightest  degree. 

Yours  faithfully, 


James  A.  Dixon,  M.R.C.V.S.,Lon. 


Mr.  W.  C.  Haller, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
Keighley. 


Veterinary  Inspector. 


The  following  circular  letter  has,  by  your  Committee’s 
instructions,  been  sent  to  every  butcher  in  the  town  : — 

BOROUGH  OF  KEIGHLEY. 


Town  Clerk’s  Office, 

Town  Hall,  Keighley. 
August,  1907, 

To  Butchers,  Meat  Salesmen,  and  all  others  whom  it 

may  concern. 

Cases  have  recently  come  to  the  notice  of  the  Health 
Committee  where,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  slaughter¬ 
house  regulations  in  force  in  the  Borough,  butchers  have  failed  to 
give  notice  of  disease  in  animals  slaughtered  by  them,  and,  in  one 
recent  case  where  a  seizure  was  made,  there  was  a  deliberate 
attempt  to  remove  evidence  of  disease  in  meat  which  was  found 
to  be  totally  unfit  for  food,  the  excuse  offered  being  that  the 
butcher  did  not  think  the  nleat  so  seriously  affected  as  to  render 
it  liable  to  seizure  and  condemnation. 

Several  cases  have  occurred  where  attempts  at  concealment 
of  evidence  of  disease  have  been  made  by  the  removal  of  lymphatic 
glands  from  the  throat  of  pigs.  The  Committee  caution  butchers 
against  this  practice,  which  is  in  itself  suggestive  of  guilty  know¬ 
ledge,  and  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  that  in  case  of 
seizure  of  any  animal  in  future  legal  proceedings  will  follow,  and 
that  no  plea  of  ignorance  will  be  accepted. 
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Notification  to  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  at  the  Town 
Hall,  of  disease  in  any  animal  slaughtered  for  sale  will  relieve 
butchers  of  responsibility. 

By  Order, 

Wm.  Bagshaw, 

Town  Clerk. 

Whilst  upon  the  question  of  Meat  inspection  I  might 
mention  the  fact  that  our  butchers  often  complain  of  the 
difficulty  they  experience  in  purchasing  “  by  weight  ”  animals 
intended  for  preparation  for  sale  within  the  Borough.  I  under¬ 
stand  that  pig-keepers  in  the  surrounding  districts  especially, 
object  to  sell  upon  these  conditions,  as  in  case  the  meat,  when 
prepared  for  sale,  be  not  passed,  the  loss  is  theirs  instead  of  the 
butchers,  but  a  way  out  of  the  difficulty — apparently  satisfactory 
to  some  of  the  said  pig-keepers — has  been  found,  as  I  find  that 
one  or  two  of  our  Pork  butchers  frequently  journey  into  the 
country  districts  to  slaughter  pigs  and  although  I  manage  to  in¬ 
spect  many  of  the  carcases  they  bring  into  the  Borough,  and  have 
no  reason  to  believe  that  anything  unfit  for  sale  is  brought  in, 
still  one  may  perhaps  be  pardoned  a  little  curiosity  as  to  the  pig- 
keeper’s  reasons  for  the  practice  referred  to. 


Return  shewing  number  of  Animals  Slaughtered  at 

Westgate  Abattoir. 


Year. 

Cattle. 

Sheep. 

Calves. 

Pigs. 

1905 

1051 

3216 

212 

883 

1906 

1062 

2861 

173 

1014 

1907 

1087 

2679 

132 

753 

Increase 

Decrease 

25 

182 

41 

261 

Unlieeneed  Knackers. — Two  persons  have  been  pros¬ 
ecuted  for  using  an  old  quarry  and  adjoining  moorlands  as  an 
unlicenced  slaughter-house  for  diseased  horses  and  cattle.  Fines 
of  £5  and  cost  and  <£2  and  costs  respectively  were  inflicted. 
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FRIED  FISH  SHOPS. 

There  are  38  Fried  Fish  and  Chipped  potatoe  shops  in  the 
town  and  all  of  them  have  been  kept  systematically  under  ir¬ 
regular  inspection  week  by  week  throughout  the  year.  I  have  no 
complaint  to  make  regarding  the  quality  of  the  fish  cooked  and 
offered  for  sale  at  these  shops  and  for  the  first  time  for  many 
years  have  had  no  fish  to  condemn.  Complaint  of  nuisance  caused 
by  the  burning  of  fish  heads,  bones  and  other  refuse  by  two  of 
these  dealers  were  received,  and  more  satisfactory  arrangements 
of  disposing  of  their  refuse  have  been  made. 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

During  the  year  I  have  taken  four  samples  of  new  milk 
all  of  which  the  Public  Analyst  certified  to  be  genuine  and  to 
contain  no  trace  of  boric  acid,  formalin  or  other  preservative. 

In  reply  to  my  enquiries,  Mr.  A.  Randerson,  the  County 
Food  and  Drugs  Inspector  has  furnished  the  following  report  as 
to  samples  taken  by  him  under  the  above  Acts  within  the 
Borough  : — 


Articles  Purchased 

No.  of 
Samples 

Butter 

9 

Beer 

2 

Coffee 

1 

Cream 

1 

Cheese 

1 

Drugs 

18 

Honey 

1 

Lard 

1 

Margarine  . . 

1 

Malt  Vinegar 

2 

Milk  . .  . .  . 

38 

Mustard 

1 

Pepper 

1 

Rice. . 

1 

Sweets 

1 

Spirits  . 

2 

Totftl  . «  •  •  •  •  •  • 

81 

C8 


The  following  samples  were  found  to  be  deficient  or  adulterated : — 

One  sample  of  New  Milk  was  found  to  contain  only  12-loths  of  the 
minimum  proportion  of  fat.  No  legal  proceedings  were  taken  against  the 
vendor  who  was  warned  by  the  West  Riding  Solicitor.  One  sample  of 
Fresh  Butter  was  found  to  contain  19-5  per  cent,  water  or  an  excess  of  3-5 
per  cent,  on  the  amount  allowed  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  the  vendor 
was  fined  10/-  and  costs  £1  2s.  Legal  proceedings  were  also  taken  against 
one  vendor  of  milk  for  obstructing  the  Inspector  in  the  execution  of  his 
duty  and  was  fined  £5  and  costs  12/6. 


Town  Hall,  Skipton, 
Feb.  17th,  1908. 


(Signed),  A.  RANDERSON, 

“  County  Inspector  under  the 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts.” 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS,  AND 

i 

ORDERS  THEREUNDER. 

Swine  Fevep. — There  were  21  suspected  outbreaks  of 
Swine  Fever  affecting  premises  upon  which,  in  the  aggregate, 
246  pigs  were  kept,  and  the  requirements  of  the  Swine  Fever 
Order  with  regard  to  the  closing  of  suspected  and  adjacent 
premises,  and  the  disposal  of  carcases  of  pigs  dead  of  suspected 
fever,  were  duly  observed.  In  two  instances  only  the  Veterinary 
Officers  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  certified  the 
illness  to  be  due  to  Swine  Fever.  Altogether,  63  persons,  owning 
in  the  aggregate  524  pigs,  had  their  premises  closed,  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  these  outbreaks.  Copies  of  the  notices  served  were 
sent  to  the  Police  and  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture  as  required  by 
the  Swine  Fever  Order. 

Arrangements  made  some  years  ago,  whereby  movement 
Licences  necessary  under  the  provisions  of  the  Swine  Fever 
Orders  and  Regulations  are  granted  by  the  Police,  have  been 
continued  in  the  past  year,  and  Mr.  Superintendent  Tebbutt 
informs  me  that  16  licences  to  move  an  aggregate  of  107  pigs 
into  the  Borough  from  premises  outside  have  been  granted  during 
the  year.  212  pigs  were  also  brought  into  the  Borough  under 
Licence  from  auctions,  etc. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Acts  proceeding  were 
taken  by  the  Police  against  the  Great  Northern  Railway  Co.  for 


moving  pigs  into  the  Borough  without  a  licence,  and  the  Justices 
inflicted  a  penalty  by  ordering  payment  of  the  cost  10/6. 

Swine  Fever  was  the  only  disease  notified  under  the 
Provisions  of  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Acts  during  the  year. 


Sheep  Scab  (Compulsory  Dipping)  Order  of  1906. 

— Arrangements  were  made  with  the  Police  to  put  into  effect  the 
Provisions  of  this  Order  within  the  Borough.  The  Order  has 
been  strictly  enforcd  and  the  Police  have  had  no  offence  to  report. 
At  the  first  dipping  period  331  sheep  were  dipped  and  at  the 
second  306  sheep. 


Dogs  Act  1906,  and  Dogs  Order  1906-— The  Super¬ 
intendent  of  Police  has  supplied  me  with  the  following  return 
shewing  the  number  of  dogs  seized,  and  the  number  of  dogs 
destroyed  during  the  year  : — 


No.  of 
Dogs 
seized 

No.  of  Dogs 
restored  to 
owners. 

No. 

otherwise 
disposed  of 

No.  of 
Dogs 
destroyed 

No. 

destroyed 
at  owner’s 
request 

Total  No. 
destroyed 

44 

14 

4 

26 

41 
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PETROLEUM  ACTS  AMD  ORDERS 
THEREUNDER. 


Under  the  Provisions  of  the  above  Acts  and  Orders  made 
thereunder  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  12  Licences  to  keep 
Petroleum  (Benzoline  and  Petrol)  were  granted  the  total  quantity 
authorised  to  be  so  kept  being  2700  gallons.  3  Licences  to  store 
an  aggregate  of  40  tons,  2  cwts,  50  lbs.  of  Calcium  Carbide  were 
also  granted. 
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List  of  Inspections,  &e.,  by  Assistant  Inspector 

John  Foy. 

No.  of  Inspections  of  house  drainage 

,,  inspections  re  dilapidated  and  dirty  closets,  asl 
and  general  nuisances 

,,  inspections  of  drainage  work  done  by  contractors 
„  tests  applied  to  such  drains 


5  J 
5  J 


>5 


yy 


under  own  charge  . . 
tub  closet  converted  into  water  closet 
blocked  W.C.,  W.W.C.  and  latrine  closets  open* 
cleansed  •«  .«  »•  . «  . . 

visits  to  and  in  connection  with  the  above  works 
inspection  of  latrines 
visits  to  fried  fish  shops 
visits  to  ice  cream  vendors  . . 
visits  to  slaughter-houses  . . 
visits  re  Swine  Fever. . 
workrooms  measured 

visits  of  inspection  to  workrooms,  including  bake! 

visits  of  inspection  to  cowsheds 

inspections  re  insufficient  W.C.  accommodation. . 

visits  re  cellar  dwellings 

visits  re  dirty  houses  and  overcrowding  . . 

notices  re  filthy  W.C.s.  and  passages 

inspections  re  house  gullies  and  traps 

gullies  and  traps  inspected  . . 

visits  to  premises  occupied  by  purveyors  of  milk 

house  to  house  inspections 

schools  disinfected  . . 

visits  re  infant  deaths 


•  • 

358 

■places 

•  • 

380 

•  • 

139 

•  • 

50 

y  men 

•  • 

40 

•  • 

1 

d  and 

•  • 

30 

•  • 

381 

,  # 

2025 

•  • 

988 

•  • 

12 

•  • 

678 

•  • 

33 

9 

louses 

177 

«  t 

110 

•  • 

140 

•  • 

42 

*  • 

25 

•  • 

21 

«  * 

528 

•  • 

768 

•  • 

42 

•  • 

320 

•  • 

10 

•  • 

34 

5) 


List  of  Inspections  &e.,  by  Assistant  Inspector 

F.  Whitehead. 

No.  of  Inspections  of  house  drainage  . .  . ,  . .  . .  319 

,,  visits  in  connection  with  complaints  of  general  nuisances  668 
,,  inspections  re  insufficient  water  closet  and  ashplace 

accommodation  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  218 

,,  inspections  of  drainage  work  done  by  contractors  . .  238 

water  tests  applied  to  new  drains. .  . .  . .  . .  124 

smoke  tests  applied  to  old  drains  . .  . .  . .  . .  39 

visits  in  connection  with  drainage  work  done  by  men 

under  own  charge  . .  . . 516 

visits  to  latrine  closets  . .  . .  . 785 

blocked  waste  water  closets  aud  latrines  opened  and 

cleansed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  73 

visits  to  common  lodging  houses  and  furnished  rooms  271 
visits  to  fried  fish  shops  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  177 

visits  to  slaughter-houses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  183 

visits  re  swine  fever. .  .  68 

workrooms  measured  up  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

other  visits  to  workrooms  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

cowsheds  measured  up  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

other  visits  to  cowsheds  .  43 


y  y 


yy 


71 


visits  and  observations  re  smoke  nuisances 

9  • 

18 

notices  re  filthy  sanitary  conveniences  served  on  tenants 

17 

visits  re  overcrowding  . .  . 

•  • 

15 

,,  blocked  gullies  in  cellar  window  areas  . . 

•  9 

19 

,,  blocked  surface  gullies 

9  • 

26 

„  house  to  house  inspections. . 

•  0 

515 

,,  infant  deaths 

«  • 

19 

REFUSE  REMOVAL. 


The  following  list  shews  the  quantity  of  refuse  removed, 
and  for  comparison  the  preceding  year’s  returns  are  also  shewn : — • 


Loads 

Dry  ashes  from  ash  tubs  . .  11235 
Closet  pail  contents  . .  1997 

Midden  privy  contents  . .  120 

13352 


1906  1907 


Approximate 
Weight 
in  Tons 

Loads 

Approximate 
Weight 
in  Tons 

12639 

11771 

13247 

2396 

1897 

2276 

144 

97 

116 

15179 

13765 

15639 

In  addition  to  the  above,  we  also  removed  and  destroyed 
or  buried  103  straw  mattresses,  14  flockbeds,  11  pillows,  4  sheets, 
6  tons.  0  cwts  1  qrs.  4  lbs.  of  diseased  meat,  the  carcases  of  4 
pigs  dead  of  swine  fever,  and  the  carcases  of  32  dogs. 


There  are  within  the  Borough  3,414  closets  upon  the  pail 
system,  or  143  less  than  in  1906. 


COST  OF  REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL:— 


£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Team  labour 

1523 

14 

3 

Manual  Labour 

662 

11 

2 

Total  cost  of  Collection,  Cartage,  and 

Disposal  of  Refuse  and  Excrement 

2186 

5 

5 

Cart  Repairs 

20 

17 

3 

New  Ash-Tubs  and  Repairs  to  old  Ash 

and  Excreta  Tubs  . . 

168 

IS 

4 

Disinfectants,  Creosote,  and  tar 

8 

15 

6 

Shovels,  Baskets,  and  Sundry  Tools  and 

Materials 

40 

13 

7 

Rates,  Taxes,  Coal,  and  Gas  at  Depot 

and  Tip  . 

30 

16 

i£ 

Sundry  Payments . 

5 

7 

3 

275 

2 

OJ 

2461 

7 

5* 

Credit  Accounts : — By  Sales  of  Ash- 

Tubs,  and  Removal  of  Trade  Refuse, 

&C#  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

228 

0 

3J 

Total  cost  of  Refuse  Removal  Department 


£2233  7  2 


SANITARY  INSPECTORS’  AND  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 


HEALTH’S  DEPARTMENT. 


To  Stationery,  Books,  Forms,  Law  Costs, 

Postage,  and  Sundry  Office  Expend¬ 
iture  . .  . .  .  41  18  6J 

Special  Expenditure  ..  ..  ..  38  0  5 

- 79  18  Hi 


Total  Expenditure  . .  £2313  6  1| 


The  foregoing  statement  shews  that  the  collection,  cartage, 
and  tipping  of  refuse  cost  an  average  of  3s.  !H2d.  per  load  or  2s. 
9*55d.  per  ton. 


STREET  CLEANSING. 

With  the  exception  of  North  Street  and  Skipton  Hoad, 
which  are  main  or  county  roads,  your  Department  undertakes  the 
sweeping,  watering  and  cleansing  of  all  paved  roadways,  and  the 
emptying  of  all  street  gullies  therein.  North  Street  and  Skipton 
Hoad,  and  also  all  roadways  formed  with  Macadam,  are  entirely 
under  the  charge  of  the  Highways  Department. 

A  list  shewing  the  streets  and  roads  cleansed  by  your 
Department  each  day  in  the  week  is  given  as  an  appendix  to  this 
report. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  done  during  the 
year,  the  preceding  year’s  figures  being  also  shewn  for  comparison 


1906 

1907 

Loads 

Loads 

Street  sweepings  and  gulley  pan  contents  collected  . . 

2870 

2929 

Snow  carted  out  of  streets 

3999 

1120 

Sand  used  on  roadways  and  footpaths  . . 

149 

117 

Ashes  ,,  ,,  ,,  „  . 

28 

100 

Water  used  by  Street  Watering  Carts  . . 

1507 

377 

8553 

4643 

No.  of  Street  gullies  3560. 

No.  of  Street  gullies  cleansed  42720. 


The  expenditure  in  this  Department  during  the  past  12 
months  was  as  follows  : — 


Team  Labour 
Manuel  Labour 


£  s.  d.  £  s.  d. 
525  14  6 
627  9  10| 


Total  wages 

To  New  Sand  Distributing  Machine 
,,  Repairs  of  Carts  and  Sweeping 
Machines 

,,  Brushes,  Shovels,  and  Tools 
,,  Disinfectants,  Paints,  Oil  &  Sundries 
,,  Rates,  Coal,  and  Gas  at  Depot 


•  •  •  • 

33  0  0 

45  9  7 

46  18  0 

38  11  3 
13  11  6| 


Credit : — By  Sale  of  old  brushes 

Nett  Expenditure  on  Street  Cleansing 


1153  4  4i 


177  10  4i 

1330  14  9 
3  9  2 

£1327  5  7 


In  concluding  this  Report  I  take  the  opportunity  to 
acknowledge,  with  sincere  thanks,  my  indebtedness  to  my  deputy, 
Mr.  Wm.  Mitchell,  for  his  inestimable  services  in  the  Street 
Cleansing  and  Refuse  Removal  Departments,  and  to  my  two 
assistants,  Mr.  John  Foy,  and  Mr.  F.  Whitehead,  for  their  ready 
and  willing  assistance  in  the  numerous  other  duties  of  the  Health 
Department. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


Town  Hall,  Keighley, 

12th  February,  1908. 


WILLIAM  C.  HALLER. 
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APPENDIX  A. 

Street  and  Ward  List  of  Infectious  Cases  reported. 


Name  of  Street. 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

Central  Ward. 

No.  of 
cases 

No.  of 
houses 

No.  of 
caseB 

No.  of 
houses 

No.  of 
cases 

No.  of 
houses 

Browsholme  Street 

1 

1 

a  a 

a  a 

Cavendish  Street  . . 

•  a 

1 

1 

Coney  Lane 

,  , 

•  • 

... 

a  a 

1 

1 

Green  Street 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Hanover  Street 

1 

1 

a  a 

Low  Street 

1 

1 

4  0 

Temple  Street 

1 

1 

,  , 

Wellington  Street.. 

1 

1 

a  a 

4  4 

Worth  Terr.,  Woodhouse... 

1 

1 

a  a 

a  a 

a  a 

Totals  . . 

7 

7 

2 

2 

1 

1 

East  Ward. 

Alpha  Street 

•  • 

1 

1 

Bracewell  Street  . . 

1 

i 

Barrett  Street 

•  • 

1 

1 

Broom  Street 

1 

i 

a  a 

4  t 

i 

i 

Carlisle  Street 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

1 

Damems  Road 

•  4 

a  a 

2 

1 

Feather  Street 

1 

1 

a  a 

Ilain  worth  . . 

1 

1 

a  a 

Hainworth  Crag  Road  . . 

•  a 

i 

1 

Hain worth  Wood  Road  . . 

•  4 

a  a 

i 

1 

High  Spring  Road 

1 

1 

l 

1 

Hermit  Hole 

1 

1 

Ivy  Terr.,  Thwaites  Brow 

1 

1 

Larkfield  Terr.,  ,, 

1 

1 

Moorland  Terr.,  ,, 

1 

1 

Moses  Street 

2 

2 

Moss  Carr  . . 

I 

1 

Oak  Grove  . . 

•  • 

a  a 

i 

1 

Park  Lane  ... 

a  a 

i 

1 

Primrose  Street  . . 
Riddlesden  View  Terrace, 

•  • 

a  a 

i 

1 

Thwaites  Brow 

•  • 

a  a 

l 

1 

Spring  Terr.,  „ 

•  • 

a  a 

l 

1 

Thwaites  . , 

1 

1 

a  a 

a  a 

Wesley  Place 

*  • 

•  • 

1 

1 

Totals  . . 

13 

13 

14 

13 

i 

i 
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Name  of  Street 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Typhoid 

Fever 

North=East  Ward. 

No.  of 
cases 

No.  of 
houses 

No.  of 
cases 

No.  of 
houses 

No.  of 
cases 

No.  of 
houses 

Airedale  Road 

2 

1 

Alfred  Street 

•  • 

2 

2 

Arthur  Street 

•  a 

•  • 

1 

1 

Beeches  Terrace  .  . 

•  • 

1 

1 

Bradford  Road 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Bradford  Street 

2 

1 

Bronte  Street 

•  • 

#  # 

1 

1 

Chatsworth  Street 

•  • 

2 

2 

Church  Street 

•  e 

2 

2 

Daisy  Street 

.  # 

2 

2 

Emily  Street 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

i 

Grassington  Terrace 

,  , 

*  • 

0  • 

1 

i 

Grouse  Street 

2 

2 

Jay  Street  . . 

#  m 

•  « 

1 

1 

Lawkholme  Lane  . . 

#  # 

1 

1 

Marlborough  Street 

1 

1 

3 

3 

Milton  Street 

1 

1 

,  m 

Nightingale  Street 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Owen  Street 

2 

1 

•  • 

Providence  Place  . . 

1 

1 

River  Street 

2 

2 

#  . 

Rupert  Street 

,  . 

3 

3 

Rylstone  Street 

•  • 

,  , 

1 

1 

Surrey  Street 

3 

2 

4 

4 

Thrush  Street 

,  # 

1 

1 

Victoria  Avenue  . . 

1 

1 

Victoria  Place 

,  # 

2 

1 

Victoria  Terrace  . . 

3 

1 

York  Street 

•  • 

1 

1 

Totals  . . 

20 

16 

38 

35 

2 

2 
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Name  of  Street 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Typhoid 

Fever 

North-West  Ward. 

No.  of 
cases 

No.  of 
houses 

No.  of 
cases 

No.  of 
houses 

No.  of 
cases 

No.  of 
houses 

Ada  Street  . . 

1 

1 

Agnes  Street 

•  » 

1 

i 

Ash  Street  . . 

1 

1 

•  • 

Ashleigh  Street  . . 

2 

i 

Back  Gott’s  Terrace 

1 

i 

Back  Well  Street  . . 
Belgrave  Road 

2 

2 

4 

1 

Blackhill 

1 

1 

Brigg  Street 

1 

1 

Calversyke  Hill 

1 

1 

Cartmel  Road 

2 

i 

•  • 

Devonshire  Street. . 

•  • 

1 

i 

Duke  Street 

1 

1 

Drake  Street 

1 

1 

Edensor  Road 

2 

l 

1 

1 

Eelholme  View  Street 

1 

1 

Highfield  Lane 

2 

2 

1 

1 

High  Utley 

1 

1 

,  , 

.  • 

• 

Ivy  Street  . . 

1 

1 

,  , 

,  , 

North  Street 

•  • 

1 

1 

•  • 

Oak  Street  .  . 

•  • 

2 

2 

Paget  Street 

2 

2 

*  • 

,  # 

Railway  Street 

1 

1 

•  • 

,  , 

Royd  Lane  . . 

.  , 

1 

1 

Skipton  Road 

,  . 

1 

1 

1 

l 

Sladen  Street 

2 

2 

•  • 

#  # 

Wli  inburn  . . 

1 

1 

•  • 

*  • 

Winterburn  Street 

1 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

Totals 

17 

15 

19 

18 

6 

3 

Name  of  Street 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Typhoid 

Fever 

West  Ward. 

No.  of 
cases 

No.  of 
houses 

No.  of 
cases 

No.  of 
houses 

No.  of 
cases 

No.  of 
houses 

Ann  Street.. 

•  * 

1 

1 

•  • 

Becks  Road 

4 

2 

2 

2 

Rlackliill  . . 

1 

1 

•  • 

•  « 

Exley  Head 

2 

1 

t  , 

•  4 

Fell  Lane  . . 

1 

1 

2 

2 

i 

i 

Leeds  Street 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

1 

Mount  Street 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

1 

Oakworth  Road 

1 

1 

•  • 

a  • 

Orleans  Street 

1 

1 

•  • 

Oxford  Street 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

1 

Poplar  Terrace 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

1 

Turkey  Street 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Unity  Street 

1 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

Totals 

•  • 

12 

9 

10 

10 

l 

l 

South  Ward. 

Acres  Street 

.. 

2 

1 

Aireworth  Street  . . 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

1 

Bengal  Street 

•  • 

.  . 

1 

1 

Colne  Street 

•  • 

.  . 

1 

1 

Gladstone  Place  .  . 

1 

1 

•  o 

•  • 

Gladstone  Street  . . 

1 

1 

•  . 

.  . 

Hill  Street., 

•  • 

•  . 

1 

1 

Ingrow  Bridge 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Malsis  Road 

1 

1 

.  . 

Moss  Street 

1 

1 

•  . 

•  • 

Opal  Street . . 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

1 

Peel  Place  . . 

1 

1 

•  . 

. . 

Pickles  Street 

1 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

Rutland  Street 

1 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

Stanley  Road 

.  . 

•  • 

1 

1 

Staveley  Road 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

1 

Wheat  Street 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Victoria  Road 

1 

1 

*  * 

•  • 

Totals 

10 

10 

12 

10 

•  • 

•  • 
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APPENDIX  B. 

List  of  Streets  Cleansed. 

Shewing  by  x  the  day  upon  which  each  is  cleansed. 


Days  Cleansed. 

Street  Name. 

Mon. 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Thurs. 

•  F-H 

PR 

c3 

a 

3 

m 

High  Street  and  Church  Street 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Bridge  Street  and  South  Street  to  Goulbourne  Street  . . 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Bridge  Street  . . 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Low  Street  and  East  Parade 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Cooke  Street  and  Bow  Street 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Cavendish  Street 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Kailway  Bridge  from  Cavendish  Street  to  Dalton  Lane. . 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Market  Place  .  . 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Halifax  Road,  from  High  Street  to  Ingrow  Bridge 

.  • 

X 

,  . 

X 

Ingrow  Lane  to  Co-operative  Stores 

X 

.  . 

X 

Woodhouse  Road 

X 

.  . 

Victoria  Road  and  Apsley  Street  . . 

X 

.  . 

Oakworth  Road  to  Gladstone  Street 

X 

•  • 

Aireworth  Street  and  Beck’s  R->ad 

X 

•  • 

Princess  Street 

X 

•  • 

Goulbourne  Street,  Otley  Street,  Spring  St.  and  King  St. 

X 

•  • 

Greengate  Road  from  Parker  Street  to  South  Street  . . 

X 

.  . 

Parker  St.  and  Beck  St.  from  Sun  Street  to  Damstones 

X 

.  . 

Foundry  Street,  Sun  Street,  Longcroft,  Sloe  Street  and 
Market  Street 

X 

Coney  Lane  and  Low  Bridge 

X 

•  . 

X 

Mill  Street  and  Chapel  Lane 

X 

Westgate  from  High  Street  to  Moorehouse  Street 

X 

Turkey  Street  from  High  Street  to  Cross  Leeds  Street .  . 

X 

West  Lane  to  Calversyke  Hill 

X 

Devonshire  Street  West  and  Devonshire  Street  . . 

X 

j 

•  •  j 

Belgrave  Road  to  Woodville  Boad.  . 

X 

Eagle  Street  and  Wilkin  Street 

X 

Spencer  Street  from  Belgrave  Road  to  Skipton  Road 

X 

Albert  Street  and  Highfield  Lane  to  Cartmel  Road 

X 

Scott  St.,  Part  Campbell  St.,  and  Part  Mornington  St. 

X 

Samuel  Street  and  Alice  Street 

X 

Lawkholme  Lane,  from  Cooke  Street  to  Hardings  Lane 

X 

X 

Hanover  Street 

•  « 

X 

Queen  Street  . . 

•  • 

X 

Low  Mill  Lane  and  Pitt  Street  to  Grace  Street  . . 

•  • 

X 

Dalton  Lane,  from  Railway  Bridge  to  Thwaites  Lane  . . 

,  , 

X 

Brewery  Street 

•  • 

X 

Thwaites  Lane  through  Thwaites  . . 

•  • 

•  • 

X 

•  • 

79 


« 


Days  Cleansed. 


Street  Name. 

Mon.  1 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Thurs. 

Fri. 

eg 

J1 

q 

q 

m 

Milton  Street  and  Lome  Street 

Marlow  Street  and  Airedale  Road  . . 

Aireworth  Road,  Marlow  Street  to  Bradford  Road 

X 

X 

X 

J 

, 

Park  Lane  from  Railway  Bridge  to  Marriner’s  Lodge  . . 

X 

.  , 

Parkwood  Street  to  Grace  Street  .  . 

X 

Bradford  Road  from  Station  to  Aireworth  Road 

X 

. . 

Bradford  Street 

X 

Marlborough  Street  .  . 

X 

Parson  Street  and  Alice  Street 

X 

Chapel  Lane  . . 

,  , 

,  , 

X 

,  , 

Bradford  Road  from  Railway  Bridge  to  Parson  Street  . . 

,  , 

X 

,,  ,,  Part  .  . 

#  , 

X 

Halifax  Road  from  Cornmill  Bridge  to  Victoria  Road  . . 

X 

Streets  Swept  Occasionally, 

Queen’s  Road  from  Ingrow  to  Victoria  Road  (paved  part) 

Arcadia  Street  from  Victoria  Road  to  South  Street 
Malsis  Road  from  Queen’s  Road  to  South  Street 
Park  Avenue 

Kensington  Street  from  Oakworth  Road  to  Catherine  Street 
Catherine  Street  and  Berry  Lane 

||  Sunderland  Street  from  Marley  Street  to  Greengate  Road 

Waddington  Street  and  Smitherds  Street 

Marley  Street  and  Alkincote  Street  from  Sun  Street  to  Heber  Street 

Park  Street  and  Green  Street 

Adelaide  Street  from  Low  Street  to  Bow  Street 

Cartmel  Road  from  Spencer  Street  to  Highfield  Lane 

Drewry  Road  from  Highfield  Lane  to  Devonshire  Street  West 

Mornington  Street  from  Barlow  Road  to  Skipton  Road 

Ivy  Street,  Summit  Street  and  Half  Street 

Lord  Street  and  Henry  Street 

Sandywood  Street  and  Lund  Street 

Holker  Street  from  Skipton  Road  to  Hartington  Street 

Gale  Street,  Drake  Street,  and  Strawberry  Street 

Hartington  Street 

Earl  Street  from  Skipton  Road  to  Spring  Gardens  Lane 
East  Avenue,  Showfield 

North  View  Street,  Arctic  Street,  Pattie  Street,  and  Clockview  Street 
Park  Lane  from  Marriners’s  Lodge  to  Wood  Top  Gate 
Hog  Holes  Lane 

Park  Wood  Street  from  Grace  Street  to  Fowld’s  Tannery 

Leyland’s  Lane  and  Moore  Street 

Timber  Street  and  Fruit  Street  off  Dalton  Lane 


